shouted one of my students. Another whispered, “I love snow.” The anticipation of more snow drew a dozen students
to the windows. “Take a break,” I said, sharing in the magic of the snow.

The students’ excitement was evident as plans for snowmen, skiing and snowball fights filled the air. Cold winds
beat the snow against the windows. The cold air came in through the window frame. But none of the students seemed
to feel it. They all rushed out of the classroom.

With big eyes, a girl student screamed, “I’m making a snowman.” I smiled back to her. “Ms Lee, would you like
to have a snow fight with us?”” a boy student said to me. I just waved and silently admired the snow from the
classroom. Nine minutes passed before I knew it.

“One minute to say goodbye to the snow and return to your seats,” I said loudly. All of the students had to
continue with my class. I devoted myself to explaining knowledge to them and almost forgot about the snow.
Suddenly, the vice headmaster tapped on the door. I turned and saw her smile. She reminded, “Early dismissal (f#
RO “Are we going home early?” asked my class with surprise. I nodded. As soon as the announcement was made
over the loudspeaker, [ was the only one in the classroom.

Seeing students picked up in cars by their family including their parents, grandparents, uncles, aunts and so on, I
headed out for my car and prepared to go home. However, I found my car was covered with much snow. I grabbed my
ice scraper and brushed off the outer layer of the snow,. Once inside the car, I grasped the steering wheel and started
the car. The roads were quite white. The snow was still coming down fast. I had to inch my way forward. I could feel
tightness in my neck and shoulders. When F'was almost home, suddenly, the front tires of my car slid into a
snowbank. I tried to back up but failed.-My hands were trembling with cold. I really needed help.
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“Anybody available? I need help,” I cried with despair when a car was passing by.

The car driver came back with a shovel(%” ) and said, “Madam, I can shovel the snow off the road to your

home.”
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M: Hello. International Friends Club. Can I help you?



W: Oh, hello. I read about your club in the paper today and I thought I’d phone to find out a bit more.

M: Yes, certainly. Well, we are a sort of social club for people from different countries. It’s quite a new club we
have about 50 members at the moment, but we are growing all the time.

W: That sounds interesting. I’m British actually, and I came to Washington about three months ago.I’m looking for
ways to meet people. Er, what kinds of events do you organize?

M: Well, we have social get-togethers, and sports events, and we also have language evenings.

W: Could you tell me something about the language evenings?

M: Yes. Every day except Thursday we have a language evening. People can come and practice their languages

you know, over a drink or something. We have different languages on different evenings. Monday Spanish;
Tuesday—Italian; Wednesday—German; and Friday—French. On Thursday we usually have a meal in a restaurant
for anyone who wants to come.

W: Well, that sounds great. | really need to practice my French.

M: OK. Well, if you can just give me your name and address, I’ll send you the form and some more information. If
you join now, you can have the first month free.
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M: Excuse me. Can you tell me how much the shirt is?

W: Yes, it’s nine fifteen.
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(Text 1)

W: Be careful. Stop jumping in the elevator. It’s dangerous to do that. If you want to play,why don’t you go to the
playground?

M: I’'m sorry. I won’t do that again.

(Text 2)



W: Did you hear about the changes to the city center? Starting next month, there will be more bicycle tracks and less
street parking.

M: That’s good. There will be less pollution downtown. I’m sure there will be fewer accidents, too.
(Text 3)

W: How much is it?

M: $375. Will that be cash or credit card? We also accept checks.

W: I'll pay by credit card. I don’t carry that much cash with me.

(Text 4)

M: Is there anything wrong, madam?

W: There certainly is. This fish is not fit to eat. To start with, it’s overcooked, and then it’s cold, too.
M: I’'m sorry about that. I’ll have it changed.

(Text 5)

W: Did you get some gas for the car?

M: Oh, I forgot. We’d better get some on our way back. Shall we get something to eat now?

W: I’'m not hungry now. Let’s go for a mid-night dinner after the'play.
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(Text 6)

W: Hello, Mary Jones.

M: Hello. This is Jack Stewart. Is David Bowie there?

W: No, I’m sorry. He has just left the office.

M: When will he be back?

W: Not till Thursday. Can I take a message?

M: Yes, thanks. This is Jack Stewart here. I want to talk to him about a training course he is interested in. It will start
on July 12th, not on July 22nd as originally planned.
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(Text 7)

M: Hello, I need to rent an outdoor tent which is big enough for four people.

W: Then you’ll need our large tent. It can be rented for 50 dollars per day. But for an extra 10dollars, you can reserve
our extra large tent. It will offer some additional standing room space.

M: I think that’s exactly what I need.

W: Great, but you’ll have to reserve a tent at least one week in advance, for it’s a little short of supply.

M: No problem! Our camping trip is next month.
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(Text 8)

M: Liz, 'm looking at the timetable here. It seems that there are some choices available.

W: So, what are you going to do on Monday afternoon? In the morning we all have the opening lecture.

M: Well, the Careers Lecture might be helpful, but I am interested in the University Tour. So, I’'m doing the tour first,
then the lecture.

W: Alright. Might learn something interesting. After all, we haven’t seen much of the university yet, and we will be
spending four years here.

M: On Tuesday afternoon, there’s a lecture about study skills, but that morning offers another choice.

W: Library Tour or Student Union Induction, what do you think?

M: I think the student union is very important, but we can go there any time. Now we should take advantage of the
library tour.

W: OK. Wednesday morning is free, but after lunch there’s a choice between visiting the computer lab and attending a
lecture on our legal rights.

M:Well, computers are the basis of everything these days, so I’'m going to the computer lab. W7 i — Bt i, [A12F
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(Text 9)

W: Have a seat, please. Tell me why you want this job.

M: I’ve worked as a music teacher my_whole life, and [ want a change. As I love music so much, I think working as a
host at a radio station would be perfect for me.

W: The duties of this job include answering the phones and sending e-mails.;:-How are you with these things?

M: I’'m experienced in sending e-mails, and when I was a teenager, I worked at a TV station answering phone calls. |
guess it’s pretty similar.

W: We also have some early mornings here in the studio. Sometimes you’ll have to be here around 4:00 am.

M: Good. I’'m an early riser, so that’s easy for me, It"also means less traffic, which is great.

W: Do you have references I can call?

M: Yes, I have a list to give you. Two are the people I worked with at my last job, and one is a professor of my
graduate school.

W: Okay. I’ll give you a call soon to let you know our decision.
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(Text 10)

M: I’'m Carol Johnson, the organizer of this year’s Abington Fun Run. I’'m delighted to tell you that this year it
will be held on May 24th. It’s open to runners of any age. The course of the fun run will be through the beautiful
environment of Abington Park and the total distance will be three kilometers, starting and finishing at the football
ground. That’s on the south side of the park, very close to the main entrance. Abington Fun Run is a race in which
there are no winners or losers. Everyone who takes part will be given something to remember the day. Last year it was
a T-shirt. This year it will be a water bottle. The cost for adults is $8 if you register in advance or $10 on the day. Any
child under the age of 15 can take part for free but there’s a lowest age limit of 8. If you would like to join in it, entry

forms and an information pack with lots of useful tips for improving your fitness and preparing for the run are



available from any newsagent’s. See you there.
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Being an Honest Student

As far as we know, honesty is one of the virtues of the Chinese nation, which is playing a vital role in our life.
Without honesty, it is impossible to get trust and recognition of others, let alone achieving anything.

We can do something to be an honest-student. To begin with, it’s of great significance to be honest with our
teachers. If meeting with difficulties in'study, we’re supposed to ask them for help. Secondly, we should strictly
observe the examination regulations. Only by showing our real grades can we know the direction of our next effort.
Last but not least, we should always keep our promises to anyone else. It’s the basis for building harmonious

relationship with others.
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“Anybody available? I need help,” I cried with despair when a car was passing by. The snow was coming down
more heavily. When I was at a loss, the car pulled over and the car driver knocked at the window of my car and asked,
“Madam, may I help you?”” Opening the car window, I nodded. With one smooth reverse, he freed my car. But seeing
the white slope not far away from my home, I felt my heart was pounding in my chest. He looked at me and then went
to his car to take a shovel from the trunk, which seemed to be prepared for a snowy day.

The car driver came back with a shovel (") and said, “Madam, I can shovel the snow off the road to your

home.” I was grateful to him, and the tightness in my neck and shoulders faded away. There was a short walk from my



home. He soon cleared the road of snow. I was finally able to drive the car into my yard. I was about to thank him
again when his car disappeared into the snow. Not until the next day did I find out that he was the uncle of my student.

Since then, snow has been my reminder of accepting kindness and inspiring me to pass on kindness.





