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M: Hello. International Friends Club. Can I help you?

W:Oh, hello. I read about your club in the paper today and I thought I'd phone to find out a
bit more,

M: Yes, certainly. Well, we are a sort of social club for people from different countries. It's
quite a new club—we have about 50 members at the moment, but we are growing all the
time.

W That sounds interesting. I'm DBritish actually, and I came to Washington about three
months ago. I'm looking for ways to meet people. Er, what kinds of events do you organize?

M. Well, we have social get-togethers, and sports events, and we also have language evenings.

=

: Could you tell me something about the language evenings?

M: Yes. Every day except Thursday we have a language evening. People can come and
practice their languages—you know, over a drink or something. We have different
languages on different evenings. Monday—Spanish; Tuesday—Italian; Wednesday—
German; and Friday—French. On Thursday we usually have a meal in a restaurant for
anyone who wants to come.

W.Well, that sounds great. I really need to practice my French.

M:OK. Well, if you can just give me your name and address, I'll send you the form and some
more information, If you join now, you can have the first month free.
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M:Excuse me. Can you tell me how much the shirt is?

W.Yes, it’s nine fifteen.
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(Text 1)

M:T'm in trouble. T have to get these letters to the post office before it closes at 6 pm, and it’s
almost 6 pm already.

W:Take it easy. This clock is twenty minutes fast,

(Text 2)

W :Sam, which optional course will you take this semester?

M: Film studies, I guess. But I'll consider French as an alternative.

(Text 3)

W :Would you like to go to the club tonight?

M. T'd rather stay at home and watch TV. T have to get up early to attend a meeting tomorrow.

(Text 1)

M: These two ties look very nice. How much are they?

W It was originally 60 pounds for each, but if you buy two, you will get another one free.

M:OK. 1 will take three.

(Text 5)

W . Welcome to our company. We'd like you to tell us about your work experience.

M1 worked at a famous company for two years.

W:Can you tell us why you left?

M. T left because I went back to study and get my master’s degree.
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(Text 6)

W:Good morning. This is Doctor White’s office. May I help you?

M:T'd like to make an appointment to see the doctor this week.

W.Well, I'm afraid he is fully booked on Monday and Tuesday. How about Wednesday?

M:I have classes at the university on Wednesday. Will Thursday be OK?

W:Sorry. I'm afraid he is fully booked on Thursday too.

M; Friday?

W:Yes! He will be free on Friday this week. How about Friday morning?

M: I prefer some time in the afternoon if it’s possible. Thank you!
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(Text 7)

W:You know, I've never seen the pictures you took of New York.

M:Didn’t T show them to you after I got back? Well, T have them with me. Look at this one.

W :Fantasticc. Where was this taken?

M: From the top of the World Trade Center. Do you know the Statue of Liberty was designed
by a Frenchman?

W . Uh-huh. Bartholdi. It was given to the United States by France on the 100th birthday of
the US independence.

M: You know a lot about history.

W History is my favorite subject!

M. Oh, I thought you like math best! Well, let’s look at another one.
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(Text 8)

W:How was your first day in the new school, Andy?

M: Today isn't bad, though I arrived at the classroom with anxiety and fear.

W That’s great. What about your teacher?

M:Oh, do you mean Mr Perry? He said to me with a soft voice, which comforted me.

W:What is the difference between the new school and the old one?

M:Mr Perry gave each of us a piece of paper which was about “course requirements”, T had

never got this before. Then he asked us to choose the seat we liked.

4

: You said it. Mr Perry is always kind and strict.

E

;1 think that’s the reason why my parents asked me to travel a long distance to be a student
of Mr Perry.
W It would be good for your future. And any funny stories today?
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M:Yes. I went back to the classroom when the bell rang at 12:00. But my teacher told me it
was the lunch bell. T felt embarrassed, you know.
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(Text 9)

M. Gina, Gina... Gina? What are you doing?

W.Oh, I was just thinking about our conversation with Lucy the other night. T hope Lucy can
find someplace to take flying lessons.

M: I am surprised. I have no idea that Lucy is interested in learning how to fly.

W:And do you know she wants to leave her job and go back to school? She says she doesn’t
have enough responsibility as a nurse. She wants to be a doctor, 1 hope her dream comes
true.

M:Me too. By the way, are you still thinking about opening an Italian restaurant?

=

:I wish T could. But I can’t do that unless I have a lot of money.

M: I know. Sometimes I wish we’'d win a lot of money. But we need to be more realisticc. Why
don’t you consider teaching an Italian cooking class? You’'re a great cook and you could do
it at home,

W.Frank, that’s not a bad idea. I could get more experience and build a reputation. And
then, eventually, I might be able to teach an evening class at one of the community colleges.

M See? Aren’t you glad you married me? I have good ideas sometimes.
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(Text 10)

M: The most unforgettable experience I've ever had? Well, that was three years ago when

I was in college, I spent a term studying in London. Even though we speak the same

language, English people and Americans are very different. They think that we Americans are

friendly and that we have a strong desire to be successful and rich. And I think the British are
quiet and gentle. I love the lifestyle there. Going out for afternoon tea was fun, and I always

did that with my friends. And I really love the old buildings. We don’t have anything that old

in the United States, so it is pretty amazing! By the way, I also went to Australia once. The

buildings there aren’t so attractive either. The British also have a different sense of humor.

Their comedy shows on TV are really funny. I'd like to say my experience was a positive one.

In fact, I'm saving up money so I can go back there again.
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Dear Mitch,

I am writing to invite you to attend the talk show that I host in the broadcast station of
our school, which is named Hot Technologies of the Month.

The program is scheduled to take place at 5;00 pm, the first of each month and lasts 15
minutes each session. It mainly features the latest hot technologies. As our distinguished
teacher in information technology course, your aid can help us a lot. We will appreciate it if
you share with us your views and ideas about the latest trend of Al technology.

Looking forward to your early reply.

Yours sincerely,
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The couple contacted Billy and arranged to check it out. Eric and Melanie and their other
son, Chris, traveled 200 miles from their home to Billy’s office. Melanie brought childhood
photos of Brian playing baseball, fishing and cycling to share with Billy and Brad. The family
could hardly believe that the message in the bottle had found its way back to them 33 years
later. They carefully examined the bottle and read the note Brian wrote as a child, which made
them smile. The family expressed their gratitude for the men’s kindness and diligence in
tracking them down.

Then the couple took it back. The surprise offered the family great comfort after losing
Brian at age 29. Billy and Brad’s act of kindness reunited a family with a treasured keepsake
and gave them a connection to their late son. Their actions are a great example of the value of
caring. What the note meant when they found it is that they let the parents know that Brian
was still with them and watching over them as well.
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