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Convenience or Burden

Nowadays, QR codes are everywhere in our lives. They have clearly led to increased convenience in
our daily life. With a clear “beep” after scanning a QR code by WeChat or Alipay, a cashless payment will
instantly be accomplished, thus saving us the trouble of carrying wallets around, not to mention its
function to keep electronic records of every transaction.

However, as opportunities and requirements for scanning increase, what should be a convenience and
quick scan can sometimes be turned into a burden. Imagine yourself in a restaurant with a smartphone
without power, cold, hungry and penniless, and the boss only accepts orders placed through a
mini-program on WeChat/Alipay! What a bad luck!

From my perspective, the widespread use of QR codes is more of a convenience than a burden. QR
codes save time, increase security and help consumers make informed choices. We can easily solve the
problem of battery anxiety by carrying a power bank on us.
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Text 1 FEEETH

W: Would you like to play basketball with me in the park, Dad?
M: I'd love to, but let me cook the lunch for you first.
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Text 2 fll Jerry — & [H %

M: I came to the bus station at 5:30 pm. But Jerry didn’t even show up at 6:00 pm.
W: So, you came home alone?

M: No, I saw him after I waited for another 15 minutes.

Text 3 32 /74

W: I like traveling by air, which saves me a lot of time.

M: I always take a train during the trip. I can enjoy the views alongside the road.
W: But don’t you think it wastes too much time?

M: That doesn’t bother me.

Text 4 PFiRHL5L

M: Jane, how did you like the movie you saw last night?
W: 1 can’t say it was the best I've ever seen.

M: Then you wouldn’t recommend it, would you?

W: Certainly not. Do not waste your time.

Text 5 ABracAt

M: Sue, it seems that Martha is still angry with me.

W: Why do you think so, Tommy?

M: Whenever we meet, she pretends not to see me.

W: I don’t think it’s because she hasn’t got over her anger. She’s having a bad time at work nowadays.

Text 6 AHisiEE

M: Good morning, Mrs. Smith. What seems to be the problem today?

W: Good morning, Dr. Li. &) just have this terrible headache that won’ t go away.

M: Have you experienced this pain before?

W: No, it’s the first time I have suffered it. Do I need to take some medicine?

M: Maybe. (7) You’d better have a check-up first. Follow Miss. Tang, and she will lead you to the

examination room.

Text 7 Z4H &

M: Good evening, ma’am. What can I get for you?

W: Actually, we were looking at that table over there ... (©@What does the man in red have?
M: @That’s our chicken fried steak.

W: Oh, can I have one of them please?

M: Of course. Any other dishes?

W: I also want sausages and a cup of coffee.

M: OK, let me check your order.

Text 8 HIEH T1E

M: Jennifer, I heard you’re looking for some volunteer work. Do you want to gain some work
experience?

W: (0Not really. My school requires us to do some volunteer work this semester. Do you have any
information?
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M: Yeah. Bethany House is looking for some helpful volunteers now. It offers volunteering opportunities
for both groups and individuals.

W: So what can groups do?

M: (1)Groups can host a weekday dinner or a weekend breakfast. They also have yard work.

W: What about work for individuals?

M: Individuals are needed to help with their Kidz Zone program, like providing child care, helping mn the
office, helping with mailings, and more.

W: Well, I’'m really interested in taking care of children. Have you worked for it?

M: Yes. 12)I worked for it last Monday and this week I helped there on Tuesday and Thursday. I’ll go and
work there again next Monday. We can go together.

W: Good 1dea.

Text 9 F-4KjicfT 7 F

M: When are you off to California, Karen?

W: I don’t know yet. Probably in August, for three weeks. I'm still looking for another woman to share
the driving.

M: Are you going in that old camper van of yours?

W: Yes.

M: Well, good luck to you! I hope it doesn’t break down. What sort of person are you looking for?

W: Somebody about my age — in their mid-twenties. Somebody a bit like me.

M: You mean someone always on the move doing things.

W: No, I’'m not like that on vacation. 13’'m quite laid-back. I enjoy a bit of swimming or cycling but
what I really like is lying on the beach watching the sunset.

M: (4)So you want a travel companion with an easy-going approach to life. Someone to enjoy the sights
with. Does she have to speak Spanish?

W: No, (15 speak Spanish pretty well. Don’t forget I used to live in Argentina.

M: Where are you going to find the person?

W: I don’t know. (6)I thought of either putting a small ad in this magazine I bought or putting an ad on
the notice board at the gym. What do you think?

M: I'm not sure really ...

Text 10 3D X ¥3TENHL
W: (17)3D printing is becoming more and more popular. We are now able to print things such as clothing
and musical instruments. But can you imagine printing food?

Some scientists are trying to change the dining experience by doing this. They hope that having a 3D
printer in the kitchen will become as usual as the microwave. Scientists say that they are easy to use: you
have to select a recipe and put the raw “food inks” into the printer. You can also modify the instructions to
make the food exactly how you want it. 18 This means that it would be very quick and easy to create tasty
and nutritious meals.

Using 3D printers to create your meals would also be saving the environment. There would be less
need for traditional growing, transporting and packaging as food production would be a lot more efficient.

However, some people think that a future of 3D-printed food would be a disaster. It could take away
many jobs, including those for growing, transporting and packaging food. (19)Likewise, traditional cafes
and restaurants might lose business. Also, there are concerns about the nutritional value of printed food: Is
it really possible to get enough nutrients? How do you like the idea?
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