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Dear Jim,

How is everything going? I am writing to express my heartfelt thanks to you because I've won the first prize in
the English Speech Contest of our school. Your kind help has meant more than anything.

I remember vividly how you guided and:encouraged me. Without your patient guidance, I couldn’t have made
so great an achievement. During the preparation of the contest, you helped polish my draft many times and better
my pronunciation with greatjpatience. The public speaking skills you shared turned out really effective. More
importantly, whenever, I felt-hesitant and unsure about myself, you were always there to back me up and boost my
confidence.

No words are strong enough to express my heartfelt gratitude to you. Thank you very much and wish you all
the best.

Yours,
Li Hua
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1 picked up the phone and called her halfway across the world. 1 waited for her to pick up, my doubts growing
with every second. “Hello?” Her voice sounded‘as though it came from nearby and not Portugal. “Hey Thika. It’s
me, Anna. [ just called to tell.you I'miss you.” My words came out in a rush. I knew that if I stopped in the middle,
I wouldn’t have the €ourage'to continue. “I know we aren’t as close as some sisters, but that doesn’t mean [’'m not
missing you a ton:”

For a long time there was nothing but silence on the other end. Finally she spoke. “I’ve been sitting here, all
alone, thinking about you guys back home,” she said. “Your voice makes me feel as though I were right there with
you.” And before she hung up she said, very quickly just as I had, “I miss you, t0o.” I'm counting ‘down the days
until my sister returns home, so I can give her the hug I never gave her when she left and'tell-her how glad I am to
have her back home.
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