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1. What is the man going to do?

A. Have a picnic. B: Go fishing

[ ]

. What are the speakers mainlstalking about?
A The weather. B. Indoor activities.
3. Where does the'conversation'most probably take place?
AvALa bus statian: B. At atrain station.
4. What will the man do next?

A Putajob advertisement.

th

. Why does the man talk to the woman?

A. To book a room. B. To contirm his {light.
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6. Which place will be cleaned today?
A The hallways. B. The front office.
7. What will the woman do next week?
A. Hold a workshop. B, Design a schedule.
e 7 B 1T 8L 9
8. What did the speakers just do?
A They practiced danging together.
B. They performed in-a musical.
C. They watched a show.
9. Whatawvas the wonian?

A. A dancer. B. An actress.

B. Conduct an interview.
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C. Take a drive.

C. The woman’s illness.

C. Atan airport.

C. Surt the Internet.

C. 'lo reschedule a meeting.
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C The cafeteria.

C. Host a dinner.

C. A musician.
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it do we know about the jacket?

A. It was unsuitable for the man.

B. It was large for the man’s son,

C. It was bought at a reduced price.
11. What does the woman ask the man for?

A The jacket. B. The receipt.
12. What will the man do next week?”

A. Get his money back. B. Take a credit note.
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13. What did Paul do after he left school?

A. He opened a shop.

B. He did several difterent jobs,

C.He got a job as a chel inatestaurant.

14. What was Paul’s lirst-restaurant job lilke?

A Ditficultbut beneticial. B. Boring but well-paid.

15. What does Paul’s current job involve?
A Managing the whole kitchen
B. Caoking everv dav.
C. Assisting chels.
16. What does Paul think makes a restaurant successful?
A Inventing new dishes.
B. Using quality food.
C. Creating less stressful environment.
Wres 10 B, I7Es) 17 58 20 &8
17. What is the speaker’s job related 10?
A. Medicine. B. Wild animals,
I8. What was the main goal of Project Skylark?
A To create a system for healthcare.
B. To open up possibilities of finance.
C. To teach a machme to identify.ditferent birds.
19. What 1s the program MediScan used foy?
A Analvzing data. B. Detecting diseases.
20. What 1s the speaker’s aftitude towards Al in general?
A Worried. B. Positive.
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C. The ctedit card:

C. Visit the store again.

C. Enjoyable but demanding.

C. Artificial intelligence.

C. Producing reports.

C. Unconcerned.
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A
Nashville Sail Camp
Nashville Sail Camp is a learn-to-sail camp for all levels of sailors. Along with sailing; campers wall learn
valuable problem-solving and creative thinking techniques. They spend their dayvs on shote and on the-water. and will

come home with plenty of hands-on sailing experience.

Place Weeklong Day Camp at Hamilton Creek Marina on Percy Priest Lake
Time 9:00 am-4:00 pm. Monday-Triday
Ages 7-17

* $485/week
Price * An extra $65/week(Weekly LExtended Care: drop-oll as early as 7:45 am and pick-up as

late as 5:15 pm for car rider campers)

All groups are coached byrUJS Sailing qualified instructors and helped by camp counselors (11]) and junior
counselors. Lach dav inclodes lessons appropriate for each learning level.
Opti 1 |

QOur youngestand smallest campers will take the helm (BE44) lor the first time, learning the basics of sailing in
pairs on board their boats.
Opti 2

Beginners aged 9 and up as well as Opti | graduates will merease their skill level at the helm of an Opti sailboat.
Campers are encouraged 1o learn single-handed sailing alier mastering sailing in pairs.
Sunfish

Sailors aged 11 and up will explore the waters on a leisure sunfish boat. one of the world’s-most popular day
sailing boats. Starting off in pairs to increase confidence and get practice with .a {riend’en board, campers are
encouraged to try single-handing the boat by the end of the week. Sunfish campers ‘spend mast of their time on the
water throughout the week.
What to bring every day
@ CGA Class 1 life jacket
@ Packed lunch and a water bottle
@ Athletic swimwear. a hat and closed-toe water shoes
@ SPF 30 sunscreen
Tips
@ Campers must be comfortablein boats and have strong swimming skills,
@ All campers are required-to wearlife jackets in and around the hoats and water.
Contact us
Tel: §33-244-3288

Email: infode leadershipacademyllc. com
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v much should a camper pay if he wants (o be picked up at 5:15 pm?

A, 65 dollars. B. 485 dollars. C. 550 dollars. D. 600 dollars.
22. What are Sunfish campers encburaged to do at the end of their camp?

A Sail by themselves. B. Master sailing in groups:

C. Explore the waters in bairs. D. Make friends with othér campers.

23 What 1s a must for campers?

A. laving some knowledge about hfesaving, B. Learning about sailing beforehand.
C. Bringing a spare pair of shoes. D. Wearing acertain life jacket.
B

Parents ofien think that their kids should be good at studies and do well in sports. That’s usually the case because
parents feel that could get their children admission to top colleges. However. Melissa and Mark Wimmer think
differently.

Their [4-vear-old son. Mike_is a prodigy He is a member of Mensa. which is the world’s top [Q club. Ile
completed his high school /associate s and bachelor’s degrees all in three years. That’s not all. He also ran two tech
companies. founded a third one that \vorké towards controlling the population of lionfish. an invasive ( A {2 #Y)
speciés;

But the/parents are proud that they were able 10 help Mike with his social skills along with his intellectual skills.
Melissartold CNBC that people expected ~Young Sheldon™ before they met her son. Young Sheldon is a television
show about a child talent who is an indoor man and lacks social skills. “But once they talk to Mike, thev understand
that he’s just a normal .14-year-old that happens to be able to do amazing things,” said Melissa.

Mark and Melissa got 10 know about their child’s mtelligence when he entered preschoolsA child’psychologist
told them that their son would need a different course to support his fast-track development, Many parents aren’t
comfortable with putting their children with [8-year-olds. but Mike’s parents saw thie value in letting their child go
through it. I wanted him to be social and be able to deal with all the different personalities in the classrooms with
older children.” said Melissa.

The parents shared that they were able to do this by letting Mike find his own veice and put it to use. ~"We let
him order food when he’s 3 or 4 from the waiter or waitress and introduce himself to people. Those kinds of things
are done to encourage him to engage with evervone else and be more comfortable talking to others outside of our
environment.” said Melissa

Thanks 1o his parents, Mike has learned to get along with voung and old alike.

24. What do the underlined words =" a prodigy” in paragraph 2 refer to?
A. A gifted person. B. A famous student.
C. A brilliant biologist. D. A successtul businessman.

25 What can we nfer about the child in the show Young Sheldon?

A He [ikes to make friends. B. He is a well-rounded man.
(. He'is a popular child actor. D. e is poor at dealing with people.
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v did Mark and Melissa discover Mike's high intelligence?

A Through a recommendation from a child psvchologist.

B. Through observing Mike’s behavior in preschool.

C. Through participating in a special educational program.

D. Through the information provided by Mike s school teachers.

27. What do Mike's parents do to improve his social skills?
A Teach him some communication rules. B. Encourage him (o speak'in class.
C. Place him in social situations. D. Let him/go to sehool alone.
C

Today’s Brussels sprouts (7{7 1~ L 4% ) taste better than vou might remember from childhood, and that is because
anew variety has replaced the original vegetable. You can thank plant breeders (§14%) 77 B %) for the change. Modern
breeders. armed with new gene-editing/technology, are looking to reproduce Brussels sprouts’™ reinvention.

In the late 1990s, scienusts discovered specific chemicals which made Brussels sprouts taste bitter. Plant
breeders started growing old seeds;previously abandoned due to poor yields (1 1i). to look for tastier versions with
lower levels of these specitic chemicals. Then they crossed these delicious but low-yield plants with high-vield
individuals.until thev found a version that made plenty ol tasty sprouts, translorming the vegetable from a bitter pill
into a popular dish.

Butother vegetables haven’t fared as well. That's because most breeding decisions tavor plant traits that matter
to vegetable growers, not vegetable caters. For instance. discase resistance is probably the major locus these days of
most breeding programs because that prevents the farmer from growing the crop. The taste of vegetables is ignored.

People, however, are now becoming interested in prioritizing the taste of vegetables thanks in part té new genetic
technology such as the gene-snipping technique CRISPR and DN A sequencing which is chedp enough to use widely.
“There’s never been a belter time to be a fruit breeder or a vegetable breeder because we-have more tools and
techniques.” says Susan Brown. an apple breeder at Cornell University,

Some companies are beginning to use those tools to deal with thetehallenge of developing tastier vegetables.
One company, Pairwise. is tighting the same compounds that troubled Brussels sprouts: glucosinolates. But this time
researchers are improving the {lavor of salad greens.

All vegetable growers hope that more flavortful products on store shelves will convince people to consume the

41

recommended allowances (4 {7 71) of fruitsand vegetables — and do so better than decades of nutritional guidance
have. “Don’t waste vour time talking'abouttrying 1o educate people to eat better.” said Iarrv Klee, a professor who
specializes in tomato breeding 7 Just give them products that taste better and that they want to eat.”
28. Why did plant breeders grow old-Brussels sprout seeds”
A To find out why Brussels sprouts are bitter.
. To find the/less bitter versions of Brussels sprouts.

B
C 'lo study the specific chemicals of Brussels sprouts.
D

. To'select high-vielding versions of Brussels sprouts.
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it does the underlined word “fared™ in paragraph 3 mean?

A, Profited B. Emerged. C. Survived. D. Succeeded;
30. What can we learn from Susan Brown’s words in paragraph 47 |

A. Fruit and vegetable breeding techniques are booming.

B. Fruit and vegetable breeding techniques need no further improvement.

C. Fruit and vegetable breeders are struggling to develop new species.

D. Fruit and vegetable breeders should develop new genetic teehnology.

31. Which 1s the best way Lo get people 1o eal more fruits and vegelablesaccording to Harry Klee?

A. Enhancing the taste of vegetables and fruits.

B. Making vegetables and fruits more affordable lor people.

C. Improving the nutritional content of vegetables and fruits.

D. Educating people about the bengfits of ¥¢getables and fruits,

D

Despite all the efforts/stiidents make to graduate with a science major, research has shown that most college
science courses ‘providerstudents with onfy a tragmented (1% )V {1} understanding of tundamental scientitic
concepts.. The teaching-method improves memorization ol separate facts, proceeding from one textbook chapter to
the next without necessarily making connections between them, instead of learning how to use the information and
connect those facts meaningfully.

With that in mind, we developed a series of cross-disciplinary (#57% FHIY) activities. In our most recent study,
we investigated how well college students could use their chemistry knowledge to explain real-world bielogical
phenomena. To begin with. we interviewed 28 first-year college students majoring in sciences o ghgineering. All
had 1aken both introductory chemistry and biology courses. We asked them to identify connections beétween the
content of these courses and what they believed to be the take-home messages from‘eaeh. course. The students
responded with extensive lists of topics. concepts. and skills that thev’d learnediin class.

Tollowing that, a set of cross-disciplinary activities were desiginédito.guide students in the use of core chemistry
ideas and knowledge to help explain real-world biological phenomena, One activity explored the impacts of ocean
acidification on seashells. Here. the students were asked 1o use basic'¢hemistry ideas to explain how the increasing
level of carbon dioxide in sea water is aflecting shell-building marine animals such as corals, clams and oysters.

Overall, the students felt confident of their chemistry knowledge However, they had a harder time applying the
same chemistry knowledge to explaining the biological phenomena. These findings highlight that a big gap remains
between what students learn instheir seience courses and how well prepared they are to apply that information,

The students i our study also reported that these activities helped them see links between the two disciplines
that they wouldnt have perceived otherwise. The ability to make these connections is important beyond the classroom
as well. because itsthe basis of science literacy (F} 5% 4 7). So we also came away with evidence that our chemistry
students.at least would like to have the ability to have a deeper understanding of science and how to apply it.

32 What does the existing science education fail to do according to the research?

A Extend students” theoretical knowledge
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Engage students in more outdoor activities.

w. bkneourage students 1o enjov the learning process.

D. Teach students to make connections among different subjects.
33. What can we learn about the student interviewees?

A, They have rich academic knowledge.

B. They pav little attention to biology courses.

C. They hardly identify the core ideas of science.

D. They fully understand their major’s importance.

34, The activity about ocean acidification expects students to

A analyse the exact composition ol sea water.

B. study some unusual phenomena under the sea.

C. come up with practical methods.to proteet sea life.

D. explain the eflects of carben dioxide on sea creatures.
35. What does the author Seg drom the result ol the study?

A. The need.to remove the unfairness in education.

B. The dilficultics of cross-disciplinary study.

€ ['The potential to promote students” science literacy.

D The method of increasing students” practical skills.
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The benefits of positive emotions never stop after a few minutes of good teelings go /back to neormal.
36 It will serve to build skills and develop resources lor use later in lile. Let’s/consider areal world
example.

A child who runs around outside. swinging on branches and playing withu{tiends.develops the ability to move
athletically (physical skills). the ability to play with others and communicate withia team(social skills). and the ability

to explore and examine the world around them (creative skills). 37,

These skills last much longer than the emotions that initiated them Years later, that foundation of athletic
movement might develop into a scholarship as a college athlete or the communication skills may turn into a job ofter
as a busmess manager. The happiness that promoted the exploration and creation of new skills has long since ended.
38 Researchers refer iol this as the “hroaden and bwld” theory because positive
emotions broaden your sense ol possibilities andopen vour mind. which in turn allows vou to build new skills and
resources that can provide value imiother areas of vour life.

39 Why? Because building skills for future use 1s irrelevant when there s immediate threat or
danger (like the tiger onsthe path). All of this research boils down to the fact that positive thinking is so useful for
developing valuable skills and appreciating the Big Picture of life.

But how ean vou get vourself to be positive in vour life? 40. You prabably know what thines

work well 1or vou. Maybe iUs playing the guitar. Mavbe it’s spending time with a certain person,
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itive emotions do the opposite.
B. However. the skills themselves live on.
C. But many of us look at things n.egativel'\t
D. The biggest benefit is an improved ability,
E. That is why the “broaden and build™ theory is valuable.
F. In this way. positive emotions help to build valuable skills.

(1. Anything arousing teelings of joy. contentment. and love will dé the trick,
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At the age of 12, I withdrew into my, bedroom with my guitar. I had neither musical talent — many__ 41
music lessons had proved that.— nor-musical training. My tingers ached as [ tried to press down on the strings
without making them buzz{ /& U 7). _ 42 1 worked my way through 2-. 3- and even 5-chord (H1E) songs
and discovered the _/43 =thrills of' these musical notes. Noone _ 44  me to do this. 1 did this myselfand of my
own [ree will for@aweek. and the sense of happiness — true happiness _ 45  in absorption in something — has
46 . me Fifty years later, that week’s selt-directed practice became a model and 47  for almost every
meaningful thing [ have done since. It makes me understand the __ 48 between achievement and accomplishment.

The world favors achievement while _ 49 accomplishment. The former is the completion of the task
imposed (5 U1} from the outside — the __50  being a path to the next task. The latter is the end point of an
activity we have chosen. whose bonus 1s the sudden __ 51 of happiness.

The seeking of accomplishment always _ 52 people. I learned so longago nthat _ 53  weck that simply
lifting one finger from the guitar’s C chord, you should get the most moving _ 54 invtunen] didin’t know then it

was a major 7th chord. a favorite of some masters™. 1 just _ 55  accomplishment. That*s.real human “achievement™

41. A added B. tailored C. expected D, failed

42. A Besides B. Instead C. Therefore D. However

43. A fruitless B. maitchless C. effortless D. senseless

44 A, wished B. allowed C. required D. invited

45 A masked B. rooted C. set D. stuck

46. A waited lor B. passed by C. departed from D. stayed with

47. A exchange B. reasen C. loundation D. priority

48. A. relationship B diflerence C. balance D. similarity

49. A 1gnoring Blavoiding C. assessing D. detending

30. A origin B. process C. decision D. reward

31 A lack B. need C. rush D. dream

52, A amazes B. concerns C. frightens D. discourages

53 A adventurous B. dangerous C. memorable D. horrible

54, A impression B. performance C. scene D. harmony
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The art of seal engraving (& /IJ) 15 a foundation of China’s line arts. 1t has been 36. inseparable
part of classic Chinese art. In September 2009. China’s seal-engraving art 37 (addy 1o the list of

UNESCO’s items of intangible cultural heritage.

Seal-engraving art. 58 (date) back to the Shang Dvnasty. hasahistoryrof more than 3 000 years.
The art form developed rapidly during the Qn dvnasty, 39. people engraved their names on utensils ( iy
Iy and in documents to claim ownership.

Soon alier Qnshihuang unified China, he ordered crafismento usejade to make an imperial seal called “Xi™.
Not until the Ming Dynasty did artists and scholars begin using seals engraved with their names
60. (mark) the ownership ol their calligraphies and paintings.

In 1904, Xiling Seal Engravers’ Soctety was lounded with the 61 (combine) efforts of seal artists
from ditterent schools and places.62. it was the first of its kind in China.

Today seals are still 63. wide use in official documents and private letters. With engraved seals
gaining worldwide 64, (appreciate) in recent vears. an increasing number of people 65.

(become) lascinated withrthe ifems.
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Dear Eric,

[ R]

()

Yours,
Li Hua
B GE 259D
FEREMNNIOR Y R 3 T KR VI Tk 3 S At N tas G IUNE! A Pl i BT G VTR 31 T
Walking on the street;, the'bitter €old of” a December day in Washington. D C was ruining my mood. The
temperature was below zeraso I 'ducked mnto the subway station. hoping 1o get warm.
Warmth camie to my bady as | settled onto a bench with a cup of hot coflee. Now I was ready to relax and do
somesserious people-watching. | noticed a homeless man seated nearby. The pleasant smell of delicious food from
the subway food court (2 1T) 7 I%) was tempting me 1o consider an early dinner. From the longing look in m

neighbor’s eves it was abvious that he, too. noticed the good smell. 1 wondered how long it had been sinc
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withing. expecting he would approach me for a handout (5 /7). But he never did. My head and heart were
vawug it out: the former telling me to mind my own business, and the latter urging me 1o make an imimediate.trip to
the food court for him.

While this inner debate was fierce, a well-dressed voung couple suddenly approached. “Iixeuse me, sir,” began
the husband. “We just finished eating and our appetile wasn't as big as we thought We-hate'to waste food. Can vou
help us out and put this to good use?” The kind stranger handed a large contamer with foad: “Thank vou.”™ came the
grateful reply. Feeling' good about what 1 had seen, but disappointediby.my own lack of action, | observed my
neighbor’s response (o his sudden good fortune.

He lifted the soup, cupping his hands around the steaming bowl [Itwas obvious that he was going to enjoy this
miracle meal. e opened mouth and suddenly, he stopped.

‘The reason for this unexpected behavier. soon became clear. Entering the hall was a new arrival. in his seventies,
hatless and gloveless. His lightweight jacket was a poor protection against cold. His face and hands were red and
damaged. People around {ocusedon him with/pity and whispered at this sad sight.

e
| gl i g 153008
P v VYT i e R IR VA AT (B G

My neighbor was the only one taking action.

Tears blurred my vision when Dwent 1o buy food firom the food court.
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61. combined 62 and 63.1n 64. appreciation 65 have become
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One possible version:
SRR
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One possible version:

Dear Eric,

I am Li Hua, a Chinese high school student. Learning that you are loeking for an
English learner whose native language is Chinese, I am writing to expressiny wish to
become vour language (exchange) partner/ language buddy.

Firstly, having studied in London for a year/ having studied English for years_ I can
understand you better culturally and make sure we communicate smoothly. Secondly, |
have a wide range of interests and a good knowledge of Chinese. So there are lots of
topics which we can talk about, espectally those related torChinese language learning.

[ hope we can be helpful to each other. Looking forward to your e¢arly reply.
Yours.
Li Hua

BN EREE GHP25 D
One possible version

My neighbor was the only one taking action. Quickly pulling aside his miracle
meal, my neighbor leaped up and guided the elderly man to share the seat. Numb with
cold, the old man didn’t expected the invitation, moving clumsily. Hardly had he seated
himself, my neighbor tenderly put his down jacket over the older man’s shoulders
slipping his arms into sleeves. Finally, he said “Can you help me out?” pointing to th
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meal and placing the steaming cup of soup 1n the stranger's hands. Seeing this, my head
and heart stopped battling and [ had my decision.

Tears blurred my vision when I went to buy food from the food court: What my
neighbour said exactly spoke my mind. With regret, 1 felt obligedvto.do the same.
Respectfully and cautiously, 1 approached them with steaming/seup and sandwich.
People around cast an approving smile in my direction. “Can you help me out?” [ asked.
“Why not?” he added jokingly, “But only if you go'halfway with.me on that sandwich,
which 1s too much for a man my age.” It wasn’t until .that day that | truly learned the
meaning of sharing I left the subway station feeling warmer than [ had ever thought
possible.
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M: Excuse me. can you tell me how much the shirt 15?7
W Yes. 1t's nine fifteen.
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(lext 1)
W: Are you ready to go to the lake?
M: Yes, | am. I already packed my fishing equipment. Did you make my lunch?
W: 1 did. IUs in the backseat of the car.
M: Thanks, honey. I'1l see vou later.
(Text 2)
W: Brire! I'm cold. 1 thought it was supposed to be sunny todav,
M: Yeah. I thought so. too. That’s what the weatherman said.
W: It must be the wind that makes it so cold. I'm freezing! Let’s go indoors.
M: OK.
(Text 3)
M: The announcement said passengers waiting to board should go to the ticket counter. I've got to

Q.

g}

W I'll be seeing vou. lave a smooth flight.
(Text 4)
W Put an ad on the Internet. We’ve got to find a person for this job.

M: Can you give me an idea about what sort of conditions we are offering?
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(Text 3)

M: Lucy, where is Todd?

W: Ile’s in the conference room. Ile’s been waiting for vou.

M: Could you tell him my flight has been delayed? I need to change the meeting time for tomorrow.

W: OK. I'll let him know:
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(Text 6) :

M: After hours of conferencel they "ve finally agreed on a cleaning schedule. They 're starting on the

& hallways this afternoon.

W: 1t's about time They're dirty!" What about the front office? And the cafeteria?

M: The front office 15 scheduled for cleaning on Wednesday. [ don’t know about the cafeteria. but [
suppose they'll getto 1t someday soon,

W: Well. I'hope'they get to it betore the end of next week. 1 'm giving a workshop that Friday. and 1
need to use the cateteria space.

WP B AL IS, [ 8 FILS O /N, AA, A 10 BB BRI ] Fl 1523 4 S A

(Text'7)

M: What a fantastic performance! Thank vou for inviting me to the musical.

W: You are welcome. I'm happy you enjoved the show. The performances of the dancers were ineredible.
It reminds me of when | used to dance.

M: [ know! You were such a talented ballerina. Do you miss dancing?

W: Oh, that’s very kind of vou. Shannon. | do miss it sometimes. 1 felt wonderful/svhen 1 was on the
stage. But I will always be a fan ot the arts. That’s why I love going to musicals because it’s the perfect
combination of song, dance and theater.
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(Text 8)

W: Can | help you?

M: Yes. 1'd like to return this jacket.

W: May [ ask why you're returning it?

M: I bought it for my son, but it's (G0 'small.

W: Do vou have your receipt?

M: Yes, here it is. .

W: I'm sorry. Thisyacketwas en-sale. We don’t return on sale items. You can exchange it for something

clse or we can give vouwa credit note.

M: Do yowhave thejacket in a larger size?

Waolket.me check .. ['m afraid we're all sold out.

M: Qkay. 11l take a credit note. How long 1s it good for?

W:lt’s good for a vear.

M: OQkay. I'll come back next weck and see if'| can find something else he might like.
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(Text 9)

W: What does 1t take to be a head chef? Paul teaton is here to tell us all about it.

M: Thanks! After [ lefi schooal, I tried a few other things, including the local supenmarket, but nothing
really interested me until I got a job as a kitchen assistant. It was hard. dirty/svork and the pav
wasn’t great either. On the positive side. I was in a really busy kitchen where-the top chets were
highly skilled and during my breaks [ could watch and learn.

W: Those days are behind vou now, aren’t they?

M: Yes. these davs I'm a head chef. so I'm responsible for organizing the Kitchen. This includes
preparing the menus. selecting and training staff and keeping the kitchen in good working order
And now [ don’t have to cook everv day. but can choose to do it when I really want to.

W: What advice would you give to anyone thinking of becoming a chet?

M: You must be prepared to deal aith stressful situations. And vou have to be able to think quickly
— if the tish vou wanted to'use for vour main dish doesn’t arrive. you've got to invent something
ditferent. People think that preparing food in a tirst-class restaurant is a complicated and ditficult
thing to do. This is partly true. But the key to success is to buyv the best and the freshest food
available and keep-things simple.
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(Text 10)

W: Hey welcome to today’s talk! I'm Emma Davis. an Al enthusiast who's been exploring this since
tinishing at MIT. I'm excited to share my passion for the incredible world of artificial intelligence.
orAl
['ll kick things off with an awesome story from 2015, in Silicon Valley. Our project was called
“Project Skylark ™ and with Dr. Jack Thompson, a Cornell University bird expert. We wanted to
teach a machine to recognize different birds.

It was amazing. “Avis”, the Al system, learnt to improve its accuracy over time. In sis-months. 1t
could identify bird species better than human experts! This showed the incredible potential of Al!
It"s come a long way since the 1950s with Alan Turing’s ideas. Modern systents can analvze data,
spot patterns. and make decisions on their own. This power has opened up endless possibilities
in areas hike healthcare, {inance, and transportation.

One inspiring example comes from Dr. Alice Chen, who in 2018 led a team at Stanford University
to develop the compulter program “MediScan™ that analyzes tmages and detects carly signs of
diseases like cancer. MediScan™s accuracy and speed massively surpassed human capabilities,
saving thousands of lives.

However. 1l has its challengespand.risks. A 2020 report showed concern of Al taking jobs and
alfecting economy. I love Al but there’s tough conversations about balancing progress. job
security, privacy and- security as systems get better. Together, we can create a future where Al

helps us achieveiour wildest-dreams.
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