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Annual School Sports Meeting: A Memorable Event

Our school recently concluded a thrilling two-day Annual Sports Meeting, held on September 28th and 29th at our
school’s sports field, marked by multiple exciting activities including students’ track & field and teachers’ fun games.

What caught almost every one’s eyeball was the teachers’ fun games, featuring many recreational competitions
that aimed to provide the opportunity for teachers to bond their teams and advocate a healthy lifestyle.

What a game that offered students and teachers a retreat from their daily academics, granting all of us a chance to
relax, have fun and strengthen long-lasting friendships! Our proud efforts to make this game a success are highly

appreciated and let’s await the festivities of next year.
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I picked up the phone and called her halfway across the world . 1 waited for her to pick up, my doubts growing with
every second. “Hello?” Her voice sounded as though it came from nearby and not Portugal. “Hey Thika. It’s me,
Anna. I just called to tell you I miss you.” My words came out in a rush. I knew that if I stopped in the middle, I
wouldn’t have the courage to continue. “I know we aren’t as close as some sisters, but that doesn’t mean I’'m not
missing you a ton.”

For a long time there was nothing but silence on the other end. Finally she spoke. “I’ve been sitting here, all
alone, thinking about you guys back home,” she said. “Your voice makes me feel as though I were right there with
you. ”And before she hung up she said, very quickly just as I had, “I miss you, too.” I’m counting down the days until
my sister returns home, so I can give her the hug I never gave her when she left and tell her how glad I am to have her
back home.
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Text 1
W: How much does it cost to send a mail to France, please?
M. That’ll be 85 cents.
Text 2
M: How did it go?
W: Um, I think it went quite well. I did a lot of investigations and prepared a lot. I think I’ll get the job.
Text 3
M: How are you doing with your French?
W: I think I’'m making good progress.
M. Is it harder than you thought?
W. At first it was, but now I've got the basics. It’s very fun.
Text 4
M: David Dental Clinic. This is Jonny Adams speaking.
W: Hi. My name’s Jenny Johnson. I’d like to make an appointment.
M. All right, Jenny. Do you want a checkup or a cleaning?
Text 5
M: Oh, I wish I hadn’t borrowed this camera from Larry. I dropped it and it doesn’t work now.
W: Let’s go downtown and find someone to fix it.
M: OK.
Text 6
: Excuse me, I’'m just coming to sit over here. So what have I missed?
: Nothing. He just started around 5 minutes ago.
: Sorry, I don’t have my textbook. Can I share with you? Wow, this is hard stuff. What does SE mean?
: Search Engine. Can you be quiet? I’m trying to listen to the lecture.
: Sorry, one more question. What does this have to do with American history?
: What?
: I don’t get it. Why is he talking about searching engines in the history course?

: What are you talking about? This is a class on software engineering.

ST EX R EXR

: Well, it all makes sense now.

Text 7

: Hi, Anna, do you have a minute to talk about the meeting next Tuesday?
: Sure, Paul. We said 11:00, didn’t we?

: Yeah, we did. But would it be possible to move it?

g 2 X

: Oh, I see. We could postpone it to the afternoon, to 1:00 pm, for example, or bring it forward to earlier in the
morning. What would suit you?

: 9:00 works for me. I have another important meeting at 12.00.

: No problem.

: Thanks a lot, Anna. I can tell Steve about the time change. I’ll see him later.

: Don’t worry about that. I'll send an e-mail to tell everyone that the time has changed.

Text 8

M: Wow, look at the line behind us! It’s worse than I expected. We're lucky we got here an hour early. Or else we

would definitely have problems getting good seats.
W: Yes. Ilearned my lesson. Last time I didn’t arrive early enough and ended up with a terrible seat in the front row!

Believe me, it was one of the worst movie experiences ever.
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M: Yeah! I hate sitting in the front row, too.

W: By the way, it was really thoughtful of you to get this ticket for me. I really appreciate it. Why don’t I buy you
some popcorn and a drink? What kind of soda do you want?

M: Let me see. I’ll take a large Coke. As for the popcorn, medium size will do. Thanks a lot.

W: I’d better get going. You hold my place and I’ll be back as quickly as possible. Oh, in case you get in before I get
back, just save me a seat and I’ll meet you inside.

M: Got it!

Text 9

'W: What made you want to be a sailing instructor, Matt?

M: Well, I've always loved the sea. I learned to sail with my brothers, but it never occurred to me when I was
younger that I might actually teach anyone else to do it. Then a good mate of mine in school suggested I should
consider becoming an instructor. While I was busy working in a restaurant last summer to finish paying my
university fees, he’d been having a much better time doing just that.

W: Was it hard for you to find somewhere to train?

<

: Yes, harder than I'd expected. I searched for courses on the Internet, though people advised me not to take the
online course reviews too seriously.

W: And did you like the other people on the course?

<

: I’d been a bit nervous about meeting them. It was surprising to have different types of people doing the course with
me. I’d realized they would mostly be older than me, and of course we were all very eager to learn.

W: What do you like about being a sailing instructor, Matt?

=

: It’s great to teach very young children to sail—it gives kids so much confidence. And also, it’s cool to have a job
working alongside colleagues who like the same things as I do—not everyone can turn their hobby into a job!

Text 10

In some large American city schools, as many as 20%~40% of the students are absent each day. There are two
major reasons for such absences: one is sickness, and the other is skipping classes. Since school officials can’t do much
about the illness, they are concentrating on stopping students from skipping classes. One of the most promising plans
has been tried in Florida. The pupils there with good attendance have been given free hamburgers, toys and T-shirts.
Classes are told if they show improved rates of attendance, they can win additional gifts. “We’ve been punishing
students’ skipping classes for years, but that hasn’t brought them back to school,” one headmaster said. “Now we are
trying the positive approach. Not only do you learn by showing up every day, but you earn.” In San Francisco, the
board of education has had a somewhat similar idea. Schools that show a decrease in property destruction can receive
an amount of money that would be spent on repairs and replacements. “Our policy operates on hope and
encouragement,” said the school board member. “Why not provide some positive goals for students and teachers to

aim at?”
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