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66. The Coming-of-Age Ceremony—an Unforgettable Experience

On May 4™, all the senior Grade 3 students, their parents and teachers took part in the coming-of-age ceremony, which
was held in our school.

Dressed in Hanfu, the traditional Chinese costume, we gathered together in the Art Center of our school for the
ceremony. The ceremony started with a speech delivered by our headmaster. He congratulated us and encouraged us to
pursue our dreams bravely. After that, a student representative expressed our gratitude to our beloved parents and teachers.
Then parents gave us a gift with their best wishes. Finally, we took photos together.

As it was really a memorable moment, I made up my mind to be independent from then on!
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67.

But when she returned to the house afier the funeral, the twinkling Christmas lights brought her a spark of joy. The
lights were a sign of hope and resilience, a reminder that even in the darkest times, there 1s still beauty and brightness to be
found. Sara realized that her father’s tradition of putting up Christmas lights wasn’t just about making their own home
festive, it was about spreading that joy and hope to others as well.

In the following days, more and move Christmas lights were reappearing on neighbors’ houses. And soon the whole
street was aglow with colorful lights and decorations. Every evening, families would take walks around the neighborhood,
admiring the festive displays and feeling a sense of community and togetherness. The Pascucci family’s tradition had taken
on a life of its own, becoming a symbol of resilience and hope in the face of difficult times. And as the years went on, the

lights continued to shine brightly, bringing joy and comfort to all who saw them.
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