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Text 1
M: I need to reserve a conference room this afternoon for the conference next week.
W: Didn't you reserve one this morning?
M: No. I was busy replying emails all morning.
Text 2
W: How shall we go to the cinema tonight?
M: T planned to use my dad's car. But he has to meet a client tonight. So we'll have to go there either by bus or by subway.
W: T prefer the latter.
M: OK.
Text 3
M: Oh, my god! It's already half past four but I haven't finished my homework yet. The football match will begin in just half
an hour.
W: Don't worry. The clock is half an hour fast.
Text 4
W: Peter, could you help look after Tommy this afternoon?
M: I'd like to, Kate. But I'm not sure if I can do that. Last time [ looked after Lucy's son, he cried for the whole morning.
W: Don't worry. Tommy is much older than Andrew. He is a cute boy.
M: That's great.
Text 5
W: Oh, look. It's already noon. Time to eat. What about going to the cafeteria now?
M: The cafeteria is short of hands these days. I don't want to wait long in line. You can go first if you don't mind waiting.
Text 6
M: What's in your hand, Sara?
W: It's a thank-you note from the Smiths. They wanted to thank you and Mom for inviting them over to dinner yesterday.
Dad, why did you and Mom invite them to dinner yesterday?
M: Mr. Smith did us a favor the other day, so we wanted to thank him.
W: What did he do for us?
M: Our washing machine didn't function well. Mr. Smith knew how to repair it. So he helped fix it.
W: He's really awesome.
M: Yes. He once worked as a repairman. Though he now bakes bread full time, he sometimes helps others repair things.
Text 7
W: Hi, Harry. How is the business at your restaurant?
M: Not so good. I think I've picked the wrong location.
W: Why?
M: While T picked that place, T thought T would have no competition since there was no restaurant there. But now I realized
having no restaurant also means not having enough regular customers.
W: How about offering better food at a cheaper price?
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M: T don't think it'll work. And if T charge an even lower price, I'll have no money to pay my staff. I'm afraid I have to close
it.
W: I'm sorry to hear that. Then what's your future plan?
M: I won't give up. I'll try somewhere else.
W: Then I suggest yvou ask Linda for help. After all, she has such a famous store in town.
M: Good idea!
Text 8
Please be seated, Mr. Pitt.
Thanks.
- So could you tell me why you want to join us?
Well, your company is one of the best in this field nationwide.
That's good to hear. So you work as a sales manager now, right?
Yes. Though the pay is good, the work is no longer challenging for me. I like challenges.
: Then why do you think this position is suitable for you?
I love dealing with various people and I'm good at it. T know it won't be easy for me at first, but I'm sure I will learn fast.
As T've already said, I love challenges. So [ don't fear them.
W: Good. Do you have any questions about our company?
M: Not really. I've already read everything in your ad carefully.
W: OK. Now you're free to go. I'll discuss your application with my colleagues first. You'll be informed of the result the day
after tomorrow.
M: OK.
Text 9
W: Although the rain has stopped for a few days, it's still cold even today.
M: Yes. I heard you went skiing yesterday. Wasn't it cold in the mountain?
W: It wasn't as cold as today. There was no wind yesterday.
M: Right. So did you have fun skiing in the mountain?
W: Yes. But I was really nervous at first. It was my first time to ski after all. But Henry encouraged me and taught me how
to do it. He was very patient. With his instructions, I was no longer nervous and finally started trying by myself.
M: How long did you ski there?
W: Henry skied with me for about half an hour. After that I tried skiing by myself for another half an hour.
M: Did you finally learn to ski?
W: Yes. They have runs for different kinds of skiers. I skied on the easiest run. It wasn't steep at all. So have you ever skied?
M: No. I grew up in the south and it seldom snows there.
W: Then you can try skiing here.
M: That sounds good. I think it'll be an unforgettable outdoor experience for me.
W: Certainly!
Text 10
Back in 2000,1 had just finished my first year at music college when I applied to take a year off from college. 1 wanted to
experience new cultures, so [ bought a one-way ticket to Paris. At that point, I spoke no French, or any other foreign
languages. I spent six months overall in Paris, working at night in a youth hotel. T started to learn and improve my French
quickly, mostly because I had to. I was dealing with customers every day after all. During the long nights at the hotel I met
travelers from all over the world and knew then and there that I wanted to be able to communicate with people in their own
language. The following year [ went back to college in London. I started hanging around and playing music with a lot of
Spanish people who were always fun. I couldn't speak much Spanish, but I was up for learning. After learning French, it
wasn't all that hard to learn Spanish. I became close friends with one guy in particular and in the next two years, I spoke
more Spanish than English from day to day. And a few years later, T also learned Portuguese.
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