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1 : How much is the shirt?

A.£19.15. B.£9.18. C.£09.15.

BERRE G
1. Why does Paul come to the woman’s house this morning?

A.To attend a party. Bz To show gratitude. C.To look for his phone.
2. How does Felix feel now?

A. Regretful. B. Encouraged. C. Sympathetic.
3. What does the w man offer to do for the man?

A. Practice French with him.

B. Find him a study partner.

C. Introduce him to a foreigner.
4. What is the man going to do-this Friday?

A.Go on a picnic. B.Stay at home. C. Attend a meeting.
5. What caused the power failure?

A.Delaying paying the bill.

B. Using lots of appliances.

C. Repairing the roads.
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6. What might the woman be?

A. A writer. B. A bookseller. C. A publisher.
7. What does the man mean in the end?

A.He can find the book himself.

B. He knows the book very well.

C.He doesn’t like adventure novels.
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8. Where probably are the speakers?
A. At home. B.In an office. C.In a pet store.
9. What is the man’s attitude toward cyber cat petting?
A. Critical. B. Understanding. C. Careless.
10. What do Japanese researchers say about looking at pictures of cats?
A. Tt can case people’s stress.
B. It helps people work better.
C. It can improve the family relationship.
W 8 BobPL, [MI25465 11 2 13 8,
11. What did Vicky do to improve her Chinese?
A. She traveled to China.
B. She had classes with her mother.
C. She learned from a tutor online.

12. How much has Vicky paid to improve her Chinese so far?

A. $600. B. $ 700. C. $800.
13. How does Vicky sound in the end?
A. Anxious. B. Grateful. C. Surprised.

WreF O Bobbah, [T 50 14 2 17
14. What is the probable relationship:between the speakers?
A. Classmates.
B. Strangers.
C. Teacher and student.
15. What do we know about big talk?
A.It’s always related to small things.
B. It’s about talking proudly about personal abilities.
C.It’s conversation about important issues.
16. Why did Kalina Silverman’skip small talk?
A. She thought small talk is unnecessary.
B. She was eager to connect with others.
C. She wanted to make a fantastic video.
17. What are the speakers mainly talking about?
A.Some phrases. B. School life. C. A meaningful question.
W 10 Bebtkl, 2455 18 28 20 .,
18. What does the Missing Post Office do?
A. Deliver letters quickly.
B. Receive unaddressed letters.
C. Publish mailed letters.
19. Where did the artist’s inspiration come from?
A. An art festival. B. A postman. C. Floating items.
20. What can visitors do in the Missing Post Office?
A. Help organize the letters.
B. Buy the postcards they’re interested in.

C. Leave their own letters behind.
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Seasonal city breaks: 4 of the best pre-Christmas European getaways to start your festive
spirit.
Zagreb, Croatia
The Croatian capital takes the Christmas seriously, with street decorations, outdoor
concerts and a traditional Christmas market. Most of the action is centred on Ban Josip
Jelacic Square, which has a history of more than 3 centuries. and European Square. The two
squares have market stands and live music performances given by popular musicians.
The recommended hotel: President Pantovcak Doubles: £ 200(a parent and a kid with a
10% discount)
Malaga, Spain
Start your day at the Casa Aranda before diving into the Atarazanas Market. In the
afternoon, take your pick of the city’s cultural spots the Picasso Museum, or the Centre
Pompidou Malaga. Then head to Calle Marqués de Larios, the main shopping place, at dusk
when the Christmas lights are switched on: the sight attracts visitors from all over Spain.
The recommended hotel: Room Mate Lzanios Doubles: £ 250(a parent and a kid with a
20% discount)
Le Touquet, France
From 30 November, the, trees lining the avenues of this city are decorated with fairy
lights, and there are facilities, like a skating spot and horse-drawn carriage rides. The
pedestrianized (25 17 %)) street Rue St. Jean is lined with stores selling everything from
chocolates to jewellery. Join the locals in gathering cheese at the Marché Couvert and wines
at the excellent Le Touquet-Vins.
The recommended hotel: Hotel Bristol Doubles: £ 180(a parent and a kid with a 10%
discount)
Aarhus, Denmark
Head to the Latin Quarter for independent stores, cafés and a great Christmas market.
Shop for Scandi homeware (K & H ) and fashion on Strgget, the city’s important shopping
street, before heading to the rooftop of the historic Salling Department store, for a glass of
wine with views of the city lit up for Christmas.
The recommended hotel: The Mayor Hotel Doubles: £ 200(a parent and a kid with a
20% discount)
21. What can we know about Ban Josip Jelacic Square and European Square?
A.They have a very long history.
B. They offer concerts and stands.
C.They are attractive to those fond of quietness.
D. They are the most attractive places in Croatia.
22. What do Rue St. Jean in Le Touquet and Strgget in Aarhus have in common?
A.They both have lots of entertainment facilities.
B. They both have a lot of well-known museums.
C.They both have a large variety of stores.

D. They are both famous for their culture and tasty foods.
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23. Which hotel mentioned above costs the least for a parent with a kid?

A. President Pantovcak. B. Room Mate Larios.
C. Hotel Bristol. D. The Mayor Hotel.
B

Last summer, Katie Steller pulled off the freeway on her way to work. She stopped at a
traffic light, where a man was sitting with a sign asking for help. She rolled down her
window and shouted, “I'm driving around giving free haircuts. Do you want one right now?”
The man looked to be in his 60s. He was heavyset, balding, and missing a few teeth. He
laughed. then paused. “Actually.” he said, “I have a funeral to go. I was really hoping to
get a haircut.”

Few minutes later, the man, named Edward, took a seat on a red chair moved down
from Steller’s car, and she trimmed his curly graying hair. He told her about growing up in
Mississippi, about moving to Minnesota to be closer to his children, and how he still often
phoned his mom. After Steller was done. Edward looked in a mirror. “Wow, I look good!”
he grinned.

To date, Steller has given 30 or so such haircuts to people around the city. She is keenly
aware of the power of her job. “It’s more than a haitcut,” she says.

Steller knows that a haircut can change -a*life. One changed hers. As a teen, she
suffered from a severe bowel disease and''her hair thinned drastically. Seeing this, her
mother arranged for Steller’s first professional haircut.

“To sit down and have somebody look at me and talk to me like a person and not just an
illness, it helped me feel cared about and less alone,” she says. After that, Steller knew she
wanted to have her own salon. Soon after finishing cosmetology (3£%5) school in 2009, she
began what she now calls her Red Chair Project, réaching out to people on the streets.

“Part of what broke my heart was just how lonely people looked.” she says. “I thought
maybe I can’t fix their problems. but I can help them feel less alone sometimes. ”

24. Which of the following best deseribes Edward?
A. He related everything to.Steller.
B. He lived with his mom in Mississippi.
C. He was satisfied with his new haircut.
D. He sat by the roadside asking for a haircut.
25. What do we know about the free haircuts?
A.They made people full of power.
B. They helped people solve their problems.
C.They conveyed care and love to people in need.
D. They made Steller’s salon obtain a good reputation.
26. What inspired Stellar to start her Red Chair Project?
A. Her wish to talk to people.
B. Her personal experience in her teens.
C. Her mother’s encouragement.
D. Her ambition to start a unique salon.
27. Which of the following can be the best title for the text?
A. A Special Hair-dresser B. Edward’s Free Haircut

C. An Amazing Encounter D.More Than a Free Haircut
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“You can come in here at cight o’clock at night to pick up mail,” says Trevor Braun,
boasting about the post office inside Elmore Store in rural Vermont. A recent Monday saw a
steady stream of locals pop in to pick up their post, send packages and buy groceries. The
shop and its post office have been at the centre of the small community, since they opened in
the early 1800s. But that may soon change.

After the shop’s longtime owner retired, the United States Postal Service(USPS) did not
automatically renew the contract with the new owner. Although it does nearly everything a
post office does, the USPS can shut it with little notice.

Without the post office, many of the 900 residents would be virtually cut off from the
world. Much of the area has no mobile-phone coverage. The post office is where many get
their news. Locals got the state’s officials to fight to keep their post office. Contract
negotiations are now under way.

It is not just Elmore’s post office that is in jeopardy. The USPS has been in financial
trouble for years. Shifts in the way people communicate and pay bills have meant fewer
letters in the post. Banking is done electronically and people use social media to send cards,
notes and photos. Newspapers increasingly arrive on mobile devices. True, package volume
is up because of e-commerce. But the losses are on-the opposite.

On February 8th the USPS announced a;$;1:3bn loss in its most recent quarterly results,
compared with a $ 288m loss for the same period in 2021. And unlike other federal agencies,
the USPS does not receive directféderal funding. It must rely on stamp sales and shipping
income.

The USPS cannot afford to wait long for help. Nor can its customers, who include most
small businesses and the Social Security Administration, which mails 350m notices a year.
About 7m Medicare recipients get at least one medicine through the post. Over 43% of voters
cast their votes by mail in 2021. Johnathan Hladik of the Centre for Rural Affairs puts it this
way: “If you don’t have the basic equipment like the ability to get dependable mail, small
towns like Elmore simply don’t stand a chance.”

28. According to Paragraph 1% what do we know about the post office inside Elmore Store?
A. 1t allows people to“get mail at all times of the day.
B. It wins the praise of Trevor Braun due to its services.
C. It is located at the middle of rural Vermont.
D. It will be changed greatly soon by renovation.
29. What does the phrase “in jeopardy”(Line 1, Para. 4) probably mean?
A.In danger. B.In order. C. In place. D. In vain.
30. Why is the USPS different from other federal agencies ?
A. Because it has suffered the greatest loss in recent quarterly results.
B. Because its financial loss is in excess of $ 288m in 2022.
C. Because it does not have any access to federal funding.
D. Because it makes a profit in limited ways.
31. Which of the following could be inferred from the last paragraph?
A.The USPS is relied heavily on by its customers.
B. Many Medicare recipients cannot get any medicines without USPS.
C. More than 43% of the population will vote by mail in 2022.

D. Elmore will keep the post office due to its basic facilities.
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Earthquakes cannot be forecast, but engineers can prepare for them. Seismic-isolation
(J# =) systems built into the bases of certain buildings in high-risk areas use complex
structures of concrete, rubber and metal to reduce quake damage by absorbing the ground’s
horizontal movement.

But such adaptations are expensive. Engineer Jian Zhang of the University of California
says adding seismic isolation can increase construction costs by up to 20 percent. While these
systems might save more than they cost over time. builders in some earthquake-prone (=%
& HJ) regions may not have the budget for them in advance.

A new seismic-isolation method uses the physics of rolling to create a simpler, lower-cost
alternative with readily available materials: recycled tennis balls.

Zirich seismic engineer Michalis Vassiliou’s team based its method on an early form of
seismic isolation that rolls a shaking building to a stop the way a skater in a half-pipe
cventually comes to rest. By separating a building from the ground with a layer of spheres(Ek
&) in a certain shape. rolling isolation transforms horizontal shaking into a gentle rocking
motion and uses friction to further restrain the movement. This method was used in 5,000-
year-old Peruvian pyramids, but today builders, favor expensive, standardized isolation
systems.

For their modern rolling seismic isolation, the researchers injected cement-like mixes
into hundreds of balls that had lostitheir bounce. They built an inexpensive model consisting
of four filled tennis balls sandwiched between two concrete layers, and they found it
supported eight kiloNewtons of force per ball—about twice what isolation systems might
experience under one-story houses.

Zhang says the work is worthwhile and that such technology might serve an unmet need.
But she notes that the results are primarys \which Vassiliou agrees; next steps will mean
creating and testing a larger model with hundreds of tennis balls at a research center in
earthquake-prone Cuba, whereysuch systems could make isolation practicable in ordinary
construction.

Vassiliou says he has received funding to field-test the system and partner with scientists
on the ground to improve the invention. “For this to actually be implemented,” he adds,
“you need to develop it with engineers from low-income countries so that it actually addresses
their needs.”

32. According to Paragraphs 1 and 2, which of the following is TRUE of seismic-isolation
systems?
A.They can help prevent earthquakes.
B. They absorb vertical movement in the earthquake.
C.They can benefit people and society in a long term.
D. The installation of them is the initial consideration of the builders.
33. For what reason are the 5,000-year-old Peruvian pyramids mentioned?
A.To show the simplicity of early seismic isolation.
B. To show the practicability of early seismic isolation.
C.To show the long history in reducing earthquake damage.

D. To show the inconvenience of old-fashioned secismic-isolation approach.
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34. What is the unique feature of the modern rolling seismic isolation compared with the old
one?
A. It can stand up to earthquake shaking.
B. It is built and tested in scientific libraries.
C. It has cement-like mixes injected into tennis balls.
D. It uses balls to divide buildings from the ground.
35. What does Vassiliou think of the modern method of rolling seismic isolation?
A. He thinks it still needs a huge amount of money.
B. He thinks it requires cooperation across borders.
C. He thinks it has made much progress in actual use.
D. He thinks it is well worth inventing to meet the need.
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How to stop glasses fogging up with a face mask
Wearing a mask keeps you safe during the pandemic, but it comes with its own set of
challenges. And, one of the biggest drawbacks of wearing a mask is how much your glasses
fog up and affect your vision. Taking off your glasses to wipe them clean each time they fog
up is not only frustrating, but it can also increase the risk of infection. 36 . Here are
some tricks to stop it.
Twist your mask strings,
From the side, once jyou twist it, the strings will look like the figure eight. This is great
for stopping fogging because it redirects your breath by putting slight downward pressure on

the top part of the mask. 37 . This may leave, you infected by virus.

Wash your glasses with soap.
If you wash your glasses with soap, thiscreates a thin film on your lenses which limits

fogging. Use a fragrance-free soap:and mix it with warm water. 38 . and let them air

dry. When you wear your glasses next, soap molecules on your lenses should block fogging.

Use tissues.

You can put a tissue under the top part of the mask. 39 . To do this DIY trick
properly, you should fold a tissue in half and place the straight edge along the bridge of your
nose.

Change the position of your masks and glasses.

~ 40 . But if you do this there are a few things to keep in mind. Firstly, you need to
make sure that your mask still covers your chin('F ) after you pull it up. And, if your
prescription(fHJ7 %) is stronger, this trick could impact your vision and cause increased
blurriness (FR 58 &) .

A. Put your glasses in it

B. Wash your glasses with a soap

C. It will help catch air and damp, keeping your glasses free of fog

D. So the key is to prevent or minimize fogging due to face masks

E. Cover your chin with masks to prevent the need for re-positioning when talking

F. Though, it’s worth noting that it does create a slight gap between the mask and your face

G. Pull up your mask and draw your glasses down, blocking your breath from rising upwards
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If someone said they’d pay you 1,800 dollars to stay off social media for six years, would
you do it? Could you? Sivert Klefsaas did just that. “It was 41 ,” Sivert told CNN, “I

thought, ‘Ah what’s 6 more years?’”

In 2016, Lorna Klefsaas 42  her 12-year-old son Sivert to stay off social media until

he was 18. If he completed the challenge, she’d award him the 43  on his eighteenth
birthday. On February 19, 2022, Sivert 44 his prize.

Lorna was inspired by a “16 for 16” 45 , where a mother gave her daughter $ 1,600
when she 46 16 for keeping off social media. She decided to up the ante () to two

47  years and 200 dollars more.

For Sivert it wasn’t too difficult to 48 social media, and he didn’t think about it

much during the six years. As a 12-year-old, Sivert wasn’t using social media much 49

The only app he had prior to the bet was Snapchat—which he 50 a day after trying it
out. There was never a time when Sivert was about to'break. As it went on, it was more of
a(n) 51 thing. He also had his friends to keep him 52 on the latest information or
trends so as to avoid all the unnecessary drama that was on there.

Lorna never had to check for any 53  downloaded apps since he’s so competitive and
it was definitely more for proving a point. It also meant he had more time to focus on his
~ 54 and sports instead:-korna noted that they were certainly not against social media, but
it’s the healthy using of it. It’s about not letting oneself get 55 by it. or addicted to it, or
affected by things that people post.

41. A.frustrating B.awful C. terrific D.awkward
42.A.dared B. begged C. promised D. forbade

43. A. media B. honor C. credit D. cash

44. A. claimed B. declared C. missed D. presented
45. A.exchange B-bet C. joke D. story

46.A. grew B. turned C. became D. passed

47. A. whole B.demanding C. peaceful D.extra

48. A.keep up with B. do away with C. live without D. get down to
49. A. therefore B.instead C. otherwise D.anyway

50. A. deleted B. downloaded C.developed D. decreased
51. A.effort B. pride C.shame D. fool
52.A.at an advantage B.in advance C.up to date D. out of reach
53. A. seriously B. purposefully C. secretly D.eagerly

54. A. network B. grades C. self-esteem D. privacy

55. A. weighed down B. cut down C. turned down D.slowed down
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In and around China’s southwestern Sichuan Province, one can often find folk artists

producing sugar paintings with liquid sugar along the streets and in the parks.
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According to some academic studies, sugar painting 56 (date) back to the Ming
Dynasty when sugar animals and figures were made in moulds(#: E.) as part of a sacrifice in
religion ceremonies. In the Qing Dynasty, sugar painting gained more popularity. The
production techniques 57  (upgrade) and the patterns became more various, most of
~ 58 stood for good luck such as the fish, dragon and monkey. Afterward, the folk artists
in Sichuan developed this art by adding techniques of the Chinese shadow puppet and Chinese
paper cutting, the moulds 59  (replace) with a small bronze spoon. As time passed
~ 60 , the contemporary form of sugar painting has gradually evolved.

Although the number of sugar painters has 61 (remarkable) decreased, due to its

unique charm, 62 certain number of artists are making efforts 63 (preserve) it by

offering classes, holding relevant = 64  (activity) such as sugar painting contests and

applying to be added to the list of National Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Nowadays, this art is getting support again from the general public and it has already
been listed as Provincial Intangible Culture Heritage by the Sichuan Provincial Government.
Moreover, the sugar painting artists have gained increasing 65 (recognize).
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Dear Peter,

Yours,
Li Hua
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When I was about six years old, my family and I went to Disneyland one weekend and
had a wonderful day full of excitement. Little did I know that the real excitement wasn’t to
begin until that night.

While we watched the fireworks, I began to get an urge to go to the restroom, but I
didn’t want to miss the show. I overheard my sister Isabel talking to my mom. and I got
closer to them to hear what they were talking about.

“Mom, I'm going to the bathroom with Lizette, okay?” said Isabel.

“Okay,” my mom replied, “but stay together. I don’t want any of you getting lost.”

The second I saw my sisters leaving, I didn’t think twice before running after them—
without telling my parents. As I followed them through the huge crowd of people, I started
to lose sight of them. I began to panic as I scanned the crowd for them. Crazy thoughts ran
through my head like “What if I never see my family again?”

I gave up trying to find my sisters and tried to get back to my family, but I was
completely mixed up. After searching for what seemedilike forever, I couldn’t hold back my
tears, and I started crying like I had never cried, before.

“Mommy!” I cried out. But everyone argund me was too caught up by the fireworks to
pay any attention to me.

I tried to stop the scary thoughts that were going through my head and started running as
fast as I could... anywhere...“everywhere. I was going crazy. I'm only six, and I’ve gotten
lost. “What have I done? How could I have been so dumb to run off without telling anyone?”
I thought.

With my face wet from tears, I kept running, pulling at people’s pants and crying.,
“Mommy!” I was hoping, wishing. that on¢-of these adults would be one of my parents.
TER
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Luckily. I felt a pat on my shoulder and a gentle voice came, “Are you lost?”

Finally, through the crowd of people, I recognized a face.

FFXR CREALID - 251051 (3L 10 5O





