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The Most Impressive Class I've Ever Had

The most impressive class I've ever had is the English literature class about Charlotte's Web
last semester.

What struck me most was the teacher’s passion for literature. Her plot explanation, character
analysis, and theme extraction helped me see the novel in a new light. Apart from her in-depth
exploration, she also involved us in a discussion, encouraging us to share and comment. I was
amazed at how engaged I was and how much I learned. I even left the class feeling motivated to
major in literature in future.

I look forward to more inspiring classes, where teachers can bring the subject to life and make
learning enjoyable.
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Colin thought for a moment and a smile flashed across his face. “Waah! Waah!” he cried.
“Pegeen!” the couple exclaimed and followed, their hearts pounding with hope. Mimicking the
baby’s cries, Colin moved, just a hop, skip, and jump ahead of them, taking care not to be seen. Soon
they got to the clearing. “Pegeen!” At the sound of her parents’ voices, the baby dropped the
waistcoat and cried. Immediately, the mother rushed over and scooped up the baby in a joyful dance.
Meanwhile, the father plucked the waistcoat from the ground—crumpled and ragged like an autumn
leaf. With a sigh, Colin slipped away, feeling a warmth in his heart.
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Two days later, Colin was wandering through the woods when he spotted something familiar
hanging from a branch. It was his beloved waistcoat—now washed and mended, looking as good as
new. Colin snatched up the waistcoat, happy to have it back in his possession. As he held it close, he
discovered a note attached to it, which read, “Thank you! You’ve made a big difference to our life!”
Colin grinned as he slipped the waistcoat on and then strutted forward, crowing like a rooster. From
that day forward, Colin continued to stroll through the woods, whistling and imitating different
sounds, but with a newfound sense of purpose and compassion in his heart.

W 83

Text 1

W: What a lovely cat! What kind is he?

M: He’s a Persian Blue. They’re quite rare. He’s actually dark grey but the light in this room
makes him look brown.(1)

W: He looks more brown than blue.

Text 2

M: What time did you go to bed last night? It looks like you didn’t get much rest.

W: I usually go to bed at 11:00 so I get my eight hours sleep,(2) but last night I didn’t sleep
until 2:00.

Text 3

W: It seems silly that we are inside a building when the sun is shining outside.

M: You were the one who suggested coming to the art exhibition.(3)

W: Shall we cut short our visit and go for a walk in the park instead?

Text 4

M: Wait! Stop, please! 1 can’t run any longer. [ am out of breath and I have a pain in my side.

W: That’s from all that time you spend sitting on the sofa!(4) Don’t give up! You know what
they say: no pain, no gain!

Text 5

W: The mall has a new tea shop. Milk teas are available right now.

M: Yes, but I can’t believe the lines. Waiting 30 minutes for a drink is stressful.

W: Especially when there are shops with hardly any lines at all. Most brands are similar
anyway.(5)

Text 6

W: You have a very impressive eye for photography, Alan.(6)

Thank you. I have been experimenting with it for a while now.

I can see you have made lots of progress.

What do you mean?

£2=X

Well, your early photos are all of you and your friends. Then you have some of
mountains and sunsets.(6) Those are all quite typical.
Doesn’t everybody do that?

£

That’s my point. But then you started getting creative. The way the light reflects off a
wine glass, grass in the morning, and rocks on a beach. I can tell you see the beauty in
the little things.(7)
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Text 7

M: In a few minutes we will be sounding the fire alarm as a test for getting out of the
building in an emergency.(8)

What happens at this school when it rings?

We tell our students to leave the classroom and gather outside.

££¢=

Can they take some of their things with them or do they have to leave them in the

classroom?(9)

They can take all of them if they do it quickly.(9)

Where do they go?

They go out to the playing field.

What do the teachers do?

We go to the field and then make sure every student is present.

Why do we do that?

We have to make sure that all the students are out of the building. And we just wait outside

for the headmaster to tell us that it is safe to go back in.(10)

Text 8

W: It seems like yesterday my niece was in kindergarten. She’s almost in middle school
now.(11)

M: What grade is she in now?(11)

W: Her elementary school is from kindergarten to Grade Five. She’ll be in Grade Six next
year.(11)

M: That’s strange. Our elementary school was from kindergarten to Grade Seven. I remember

£E=sg=g=xg

learning a lot from them while growing up.

W: Me, too. But the school district wants new middle school students to learn from the older
students. They think by exposing them to the different world earlier, it will prepare them
better for high school.

M: I understand the idea, but don’t you think that forces kids to grow up too fast? Why not

let them enjoy their childhood?(12)

I agree.

I like the age my niece is at now. Last night I told her she had 10 minutes to brush her teeth

and go to bed. She said, “ Can I stay up longer?” So I said, “OK, you can stay up for 600

seconds.” She went from disappointment to excitement just like that.(13)

W: That’s cute.

Text 9

W: Hi darling, sorry I am late. I had to pick up more wine. How is the opening of our art

2=

exhibition going?(14)
M: So far so good. We sold two pieces already.(14) That’s a good sign.
W: Great! Have we gotten any reviews on our work yet?(15)
M: Yes, a popular art blogger said she loves our use of color and that it is used rarely.(15)
W: Wow, how exciting! T hope she writes about us in her blog. How about the sculptures?(16)
M: Not too many people stopped at those. When they look at them, they seem confused.
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They are too complex to understand.(16)

W: Perhaps it’s only been an hour. Let’s give it more time. Maybe other people will have a
different reaction.

M: By the way, I ran out of change.(17) For some reason, more people are using cash than
credit cards.

W: OK, no problem. I will go to the ATM machine and get some.(17) Anything else we need?

<

: I'don’t think so. I will take the wine to the serving table and call you if we need anything else
while you are out.
W: OK, great. Has anyone from the newspaper showed up yet?
M: Not yet, whoever sees the news reporter first should text the other person. I think it’s
important that we introduce ourselves to them.

W: You're right. OK, let me get that change and I will be right back.(17)
M: OK, see you soon.
Text 10

A truly amazing story out of Russia tonight: a small town in the Arctic has been taken
over by polar bears.(18) Funny as this might sound, this 1s no laughing matter. Polar bears are
the biggest and most dangerous bears in the world. The incident was first reported in the town of
Sturgeon Bay, a military community in Russia, about 1800 kilometers north of the capital.
Residents are scared to leave their houses, as there are reports of over 50 bears wandering
around town(18). They have tried using their car horns and shooting guns in the air, but the
bears aren’t going anywhere. As of today they are between 22,000 and 31,000 polar bears
spreading across the Arctic Circle. But in recent years, the melting of arctic ice has driven them
closer to humans. According to the World Wildlife Fund, this is no surprise. They have been
monitoring polar bears and their disappearing environment for several years. Town officials
even warned residents to keep their garbage inside, and not to feed the bears.(19) In the end,
it did not matter. Relocating them 30 kilometers away will do no good, as they will just come
back. Successful relocations usually involve distances of 100,000 kilometers or more, but
where to?(20) We will keep you up to date with this sad and scary story as it develops.
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