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M.

Hello. International Friends Club. Can I help you?

W.Oh, hello. I read about your club in the paper today and I thought I'd phone to find out a

M.

bit more.
Yes, certainly. Well, we are a sort of social club for people from different countries. It’s
quite a new club—we have about 50 members at the moment, but we are growing all the

time.

W. That sounds interesting. I'm British actually, and I came to Washington about three

=

months ago. I'm looking for ways to meet people. Er, what kinds of events do you organ-

1ze?

: Well, we have social get-togethers, and sports events, and we also have language eve-

nings.

:Could you tell me something about the language evenings?

:Yes. Every day except Thursday we have a language evening. People can come and practice

their languages—you know, over a drink or something. We have different languages on dif-
ferent evenings. Monday—Spanish; Tuesday—Italian; Wednesday—German; and Fri-
day—French. On Thursday we usually have a meal in a restaurant for anyone who wants

to come.

W:Well, that sounds great. I really need to practice my French.

M,

OK. Well, if you can just give me your name and address, I'll send you the form and some

more information. If you join now, you can have the first month free.
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M:Excuse me. Can you tell me how much the shirt is?

W:Yes, it’s nine fifteen.
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(Text 1)

M: Can you hand me that pen? This one doesn’t work anymore.

W:I didn’t remember to bring an extra one. Here, you can use my pencil, but you need to
sharpen it first.

(Text 2)

M:Jenny! I wasn’t expecting you at this time. I thought you weren’t getting to the party until
7.00.

W:Yeah, I didn’t have to work overtime tonight. My boss actually let me off. Who could
have guessed?

(Text 3)

M. T'll attend a lecture on Wednesday. Let’s discuss this further at the Friday meeting.

W . Unfortunately, I'll be leaving for London Thursday afternoon. Maybe we can talk that
morning over breakfast.

M Sounds great.

(Text 4)

W.Hi, Henry. I heard you've travelled a lot recently.

M: Yeah, I just came back from Africa.

W Well, I really envy you.

M: You won't if you know how tiring it was. Now, I just want to take a break. A long break.

(Text 5)

W . The line is so long here! I don’t see any chance for us to get in. Let’s go to the restaurant
around the corner instead.

M.:But the food here is great! Are you sure you want to make a change?

W:Yes, I am.
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(Text 6)

M: Will you plug this in... Oh, wait a second. .. Let me just look at this message.

W:You're always looking at messages on your phone! How many messaging apps do you
have, David?

M:Four? Five? Maybe six by now.

W If you have an average of 10 people on each of those six social networks who send you mes-
sages every day, that’s at least 60 conversations! Let’s say you spend as little as one mi-
nute on each conversation. That's a whole hour! But you would probably spend two or
three times that much for each person. What a waste of time!

M:Calm down, Maggie. It’'s my mother. We're making plans for the weekend. She’s one of
the five people I regularly text.
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(Text 7)

W:Hi, Paul. You look unhappy.

M: My computer went wrong this morning and I have to get a paper finished for class on Mon-
day.

W:You can always go to the library.

M. The library isn’t open on Saturday afternoons and Sundays and I have to take care of my
baby sister this morning.

W.That’s a problem. My family is having friends over this afternoon so it won’t be possible
for you to come to my place. I can lend you my computer.

M:Wow? Sally, that’s great.
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(Text 8)

M. Hi, Daisy. Fancy meeting you here,

W.Hi, Jeff. I'm waiting to check in. Are you flying to London, too?

M:No. I'm here to see Ryan off. He’s leaving for Paris to further his education.

W.:Wow! How lucky he is! Paris is such a romantic city! It’s also my dream to study in Paris!
What will be his major in Paris, if I may ask?

M:He will study Western Art there and he says that if possible, he also wants to learn
modern dancing.

W.That’s great! By the way, when is Ryan’s flight?
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M. His plane takes off at 14;15. Oh, my dear! It's about to check in! Where is Ryan? Why
hasn’t he turned up yet? What's happened to him? He’s never late!

W:Don’t worry. I think I've seen him. Look, Ryan’s coming toward us.
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(Text 9

W:Hello, welcome to this week’s People You Meet. Today, we present to you Mark Leach,
an information officer in London.

M: Hi, everyone. My name’s Mark Leach. I'm an information officer at the Britain Business
Center, which is a tourist office for the British Tourist Board in London. Here, we offer a
tourist information service to mainly visitors from overseas. And each year, we have about
500,000 people coming to the office.

W.:Wow, that’s a large number of people. How do you manage to meet the needs of so many
people?

M:T'm in charge of an information team. The team has about ten officers who give tourist in-
formation directly over the counter to visitors. We speak a total of thirteen languages alto-
gether,

W That’s pretty cool! So, what exactly do you do every day?

<

: Well, we act as a one-stop shop for anyone who wants to come in. So, it could be that they
want a day-trip from London, which is a very popular request. And we can offer sugges-
tions of where to go and how to get there. If people want a two-week tour of Britain, we
can plan out exactly where to visit, what roads to take.

W:So, do you have any suggestions for people coming to Britain?

M. A good suggestion is to see as much as you can, but try to come back again and again to see

different parts of the country. Because in that way, you’ll really experience it.
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(Text 10)

M: Good morning, boys and girls. I'm so glad to be here to give a speech! Many people
asked me about my career plan after graduation. Now, I'll share it with you in detail. 1 made
up my mind to be a journalist when I visited the top news agency in our country last year. I
chose it as my career based on the following two reasons. First, it is a job that can get me ex-
posed to new things every day and thus keep me energetic all the time, since I really hate to
follow the same routine every day. Second, working as a journalist can help me realize my
childhood dream of being a hero by spreading justice. To achieve this goal, I plan to apply for
a communication university, whose major, journalism, has been ranked the first for many
years across the whole country. After getting my bachelor’s degree in journalism, I will con-

tinue my study in this field to better fit my future post. That is all about my career plan.
What do you think of it?
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Improving Our Handwriting
Good handwriting does bring us lots of benefits. It not only allows us to express our-

selves better but also gives pleasure to the readers. What's more, good handwriting
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contributes to higher scores in the exams.

There are two tips to improve our handwriting. For one thing, we can write Chinese

characters well by practising brush calligraphy, which is a traditional and elegant art. It is

known that many famous artists in Chinese history have left outstanding calligraphy works.

For another thing, we can also follow copybooks in our spare time to improve our English

handwriting. Don’t forget to ask our teachers for guidance when necessary.

As an old saying goes, “Practice makes perfect. ” With effort, we'll definitely improve

our handwriting.
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A few days later , I received a call from my school , saying my college acceptance letter

had arrived. Then I hurried to the school with my parents. It was beyond my wildest dream
till that moment. As a matter of fact, I doubted then whether I was in the dream. I normally
dreaded the long walk to the school. But that day was different. There seemed to be some-
thing in the air, an electric current, connecting my body to the letter. When I got it, 1 was
really afraid that the envelop was empty. But there was a white package inside. With my heart
beating faster, I wondered whether it could really be what was expected.

My parents excitedly said behind me ., “Well , open the envelop!” What I grabbed in my
hands contained everything I had been waiting for. Slowly, I opened it and a flash of CON-
GRATULATIONS in bold bright letters caught my eyes. A feeling of happiness and relief
rushed through my body. I was holding my first offer from a good college. Needless to say, it
wouldn’t have been possible if it weren’t for the countless hours of studying and writing, but
most importantly, my parents’ constant reminders, in fact, were the best form of education
for me. “Thank you, Mom and Dad!” I said gratefully.
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