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fil: How much is the shart?
A £19.15,

B £9.18 C.£9.15

1. Where does the man plan to put the painting?

A In the kitchen, B. In the living room. €. Inthe front hallway.
2. What did the woman do yesterday?

A. She had a meeting B. She typed an e-mail C. She finished her daily report
3. What will the woman do first?

A. Finish her homework. B. Design a water system C. Goover the instructions.

4. Why does the man make the phone call?

A, To eancel an appointment B To offer some information €. To arganize a business irip
5. What is the possible relationship between the speakers?

A. Doctor and patient.
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B Journalist and player. C. Employer and employee.
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. Who is Ronald Stevenson?

s
Fuv g ARATRA
A Z 1

When will the woman take her flight?

A A1925. B. At 12:45. C. AL21.00. %
How will the woman pay for the ticket”
A Incash B. By check C. By credit card,
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Why does the woman come to the man?

A, To change atie B. To express thanks
‘What does the woman |ike about the wallet?

C. To make a complaint

A The colour. B. The design C, The material,
How much is the wallet today™
A 10 dollars B. 1% dollars. C. 20 dollars

T B LHA, @RS 2134,

What is the man doing?

A Daing a survey. B. Taking an interview C. Hosting a program.
What did Wang Yaping do in 20087

A She hecame an astronaut

[t She few for 1,567 hours in total

 She contributed to the Beijing Olympics.

What s the woman think of Wang Yaping?

B. Strong and ing C1 and
PR G i, MES 14 E17HE,

Wha 15 the waman most probably speaking to?

B. A patient.

What does the man need to do with the records?

B. To collect them,
W hy does the lunch club need more dnivers?

AT fovated ina neighboring community.

A Calm and nteresting

A Acliree C. A librarian,

A To return them, C. To update them,

[ It procruses o provide a lifi for iis members. -
€. Many members are from other communities, .&
When will Mrs. Carroll go o the hospital” 3

A Next Friday B. Next Tuesday.
w10 fHH, @EH18E 2084,

What products does Stevenson's produce?

A Metal goods. B. Medical wols.

C. Next Monday . XK’ \Y%

C. Machine pans. 5(

A The director of the company.
B. The founder of the company
€. The manager of the company.
What is the school unable to do this year?
A Amange a moming presentation every week.
B. Hire a teacher to observe and talk to the students.
C. Send a teacher to find out about the group’s progress,
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Dhscover a literary paradise (% % ) at Milton's Cottage — the only surviving home of the visionary
poet John Milton. He came here to escape an carlier pandemic, the Great Plague of 1665, and complete his
epic masempicce Paradise Loss
Today, this Grade | listed building is open to the public as a museum, so evervone can experience
where literary history was made.
Opening Hours
Our 2023 visitor season runs from 15t April to 2%th October 2023, During this period we are open
from Wednesday to Sunday, 2-5 pm (last entry 4 pm) as well as on bank holiday Mondays,
We welcome drop-in visitors, as well as advance bookings with a guided tour at 2 pm, 3 pm & 4 pm.
Drop-in visitors will also be offered an optional guided tour.
We encourage groups of § or more to book in advance and can offer private tours outside of our
regular visiting hours by prior arangement.
Aceess Information
We want all of our visitors to enjoy their experience at Milton's Cotlage. Wheelcha
provided if vou contact us before your visit, and dogs are welcome throughout the muscum
Contact Details
Milton’s Cottage, 21 Deanway, Chalfont St Giles, Buckinghamshire HP§ 4TH
01494 872313
info@miltonscottage org
Directions
s Public transport
®  Chiltern Rail from Marylebone, High Wycombe or Oxford to Gerrards Cross, then the 106 or 107 bus
to Chalfont 5t Giles
®  Metropolitan hine to Chalfont & Latimer or Amersham, then the 106 or 107 bus to Chalfont 5 Giies
®  Asabove, but alight { T % )at the London Road siop and from there it ts a 5-minute walk w Milion's
Cotage
“rPrivate transport
Take the A413 w0 Chalfont St Giles, turn into the willage at the double mini-roundabout by
Wheelhouse Vets, through the village, some 75 metres past the last shop is Milton’s Cottage
YrParking information
There is a free visitor's car park behind Milton’s Cottage for cars and mini-buses but coach parking
must be arranged in advance by email or telephone,
Prices
Adults: £7.00
Students & Retred: £6.00
Children under 6 free
Carers: free
Parties of 15 or more: £6.00 per person
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21 What is the last entry time for drop-in visitors (0 Milion"s Cattage on Fridays in July?

A2 pm. B. 3pm C. 4 pm D.5pm. ‘e
22, Which of the following can yvou get only if vou book in advance? %
A A guide. B. An assistance dog
€. Wheelchair access. . Free parking for your car,
23, How much would a retired couple with their 5-y Id dson pay for ad ?
A £12 B £14, C.£16 D £18,
B

When 1 arrived at the mountaintop observatory, 1 was bursting with excitement. | was about to finish
my junior vear studving astrophysics ( K46 E). T finally felt like an astronomer. Unfortunately, as I sat
alone, staring at a computer screen instead of the night sky, pressing a combination of buttons over and
over to control the telescope and get back data, | had to admit; This wasn’t what | had imagined,

I had wanted to be an astronomer ever since my father gave me the DVD box set of Cosmas: A
Personal Voyage when | was a teenager. Watching Carl Sagan talk about the heavens, 1 thought 1 had
tourad my calling. But after my experience at the observatory, | had to face a new truth: the astronomer’s
lifie wasnt for me, Then where was my future, if not in astronomy?
alled a quantum ( 55T ) physics class 1 had tken and thought that field might fit the bill. My
w adviser was skeptical (#F B2 (9). | can’t blame him; | was throwing away a ton of oniginal
astionomical Jdidta to start from scratch in a new field. But 1 took on the challenge. | put together a proposal
[ was eager o pursue, and o my jov and relief, my adviser approved it.

Being tar shape and control quantum phenomena inspired me in a way astronomy did not, Talso
persunded o tierd 10 work with me. As we talked through the project, explaining complex topics to each
ather and rellectng an the big picture of what we wanted to achieve. an idea dawned: | had been drawn to
{ ooy rot because of the subject, but because of the finesse ( 3% 9 ) with which Sagan explained
mnd-blans g corcepts. That was the spark of inspiration 1 wanted to follow. 1 began to try out my
+, working with high school physics students and wtoring in the college physics room.
aut ol these experiences!

Mo addanon o conducting research i quantum engineenng, | lecture at universities, un a
sunmmer school, und work with educaiors

24. How did the author finally find his observatory experience” @\
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A Exciting. B. Rewarding. C. Disappointing. D. Challenging
25, Why was the author’s academic adviser skeptical about his switch to quantum physics? > 5
A Because it didn’t suit the author. 1

D, Because it meant making a fresh start in an unfamiliar domain

What did the author realize about his interest in Cosmas? 2 -
A It was stimulated by i Z

B. It required communication skills in research.

C. It was inspired by how the speaker got his ideas across.

D It helped him achieve his full potential as an astronomer.

B. Because the author didn’t put forward his proposal. .
€ Because the author threw away his original astronomacal data &y/ A

26,
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27 What can we learn from the story?
A, Aim high, shoot low.
C. Kill two birds with one stone,

B_Never give up on a dream,
D Stay open to new possibilities.

C

“Hey Alexa, play "You Raise Me Up”,” Kate Compton said from her home n Evanston, lllnois,
where she tcaches y. A nearby smart speaker launched into an
explanation: The song was not available, but it could be 1if Compion paid for a subscription Alexa
continued 1o walk us through the pricing plans. Compton tned again: “Hey Alexa, play classical music.”
“Here’s a station you might like,” Alexa said. adding that the songs were hosted on Amazon Music.

From 2019 to 2021, the use of voice assistants among online adults in the United States rose to 30
percent from 21 percent. While use is on the rise, social media jokes paint voice assistants as automated
family members who can’t get much right. As Brian Glick, founder of Philadelphia-based software
company Chainio, puts it, I am not apt { 8 T-) to use voice assistants for things that can have bad
results.”

seience at Noril n U

Take voice shopping, a feature Google and Amazon said would help busy families save time. Glick
gave it a try and he’s haunted (47££ ) by the memory. Each time he asked Alexa to add a product - like
wilet paper — it would read back a long product deseription: “Based on your order history, 1 Tourd
Charmin Ultra Soft Toilet Paper Family Mega Roll. 18 Count.” In the ume he spent waiting for her o stop
talking. he could have finished his shopping. Glick said. “1'm getting upset just thinking about . he
added.

An Amazon spokeswoman said Alexa’s understanding has improved significan
increasingly complex requests from users For its part, Google says it's investing in the sssisiant’s
languags d ling and speech to help it better deal with nuance (#8211 and respond
in a natural way

But there’s a deeper emotional problem at play, says Compton. In developing voice
says, companies ignored the often unspoken rules of human small alk. We use small
people that we're on the same wavelength — it's a quick way to signal, “I see you, and I'm =are Comptan
said,

sssistants, she

show other

28

How did Alexa bother Compton?
A It often tried to fool her. B_ It went too far sometimes.
C. It responded to her slowly. D, It filed to understand her
29, Why did Glick complain about Alexa’s voice shopping function?

A It was unhelpful. B_ It was inaccurate.

C. It made him overspend D. It destroyed his privacy.
30. In which aspect should voice assistants be improved according to Compton?
A. They should work more and tlk less.
C. They should become effective chatters.
What would be the best title for the text”
A. Hev, Alexa
C. Voice Assistants Pose a Threat 1o Us

B They should speak in a cautious way
D. They should willingly interact with their owners
3

B. Ready for Alexa?
D. Voice Assistants Wear on Our Nerves

TR BRI RS HAIFEAMBE HERESLE (K0R) F57

. Yz 4

Seience fiction has always been the source of all sons of wonderful ideas about what life might be .
like in years to come. Writers, film-makers and video game designers have all turned their imaginations to %
the effects technology might have on our future. Now it seems like we're finally catching up with some of
these futuristic ideas thanks to nanotechnology.

Nanoscience focuses on the study of tiny molecules — only one billionth of a meter in size. For years,
nanoscience has explored ways of applying this research to different types of technology. and recently it
has begun 1o gngender more and more diverse and fascinating developments.

Imagine a substance with the ability o heal any wound almost immediately. This is & common feature
in video games; when characters suffer injuries, a gel (#E/12) 1s applied which heals them and prolongs ( i
1<) their lives. Not long ago, it seemed impossible to recreate this in real life. But now, by extracting
polysaccharide polymers ( 8 % & 1) from the cell walls of plants, scientists have created a gel which
will hold a wound together and rapidly stop any bleeding without the need for pressure to be applied
Although not vet available in hospitals, this gel is likely to help medical professionals treat patients with
serwsus injuries more effectively.

While some advances in nanotechnology might mprove our health and safety, others could have the
appusite effect In the food industry, nanoparticles ( %% K Fit T ) are already in use to improve the
appeatance of products. The problem is, nanoparticles are more reactive in the body, and no wsis have
been done o check their safery. In effect, we are all part of a real-life experiment. Will they help or hurt?
MNohody knows

What 15 clear is that nanotechnology has huge potential for shaping our lives in the coming decades.
Even if we cor’t see it with our eyes, we will surely see the impact on our surroundings, and perhaps our
hodies In the future, the lines between reality and science fiction are likely to become even more blurred

37 What decs 1he underfined word ler” in paragraph 2 mean?
A Focus on B. Bring about. C. Slow down. . Deal with
33 What do we keow about the gel mentioned in paragraph 37
A It can make people live longer.
H It can replace the need for surgery.
It s designed for high-pressure situations.
D It is expected 1o be used in emergency treatment
34. What does the author think about the effects of nanotechnology on food?
A They are long-lasting B. They are overestimated
C They are currently unclear, D). They are surprisingly beneficial >

35, What is the author’s attitude to nanotechnology?
A Objective. B. Indifferent. C Conservative. D. Disapproving.
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With so many different kinds of plants out there, telling them apart can seem like an impossible task. %
But you don't have to have a degree in botany 10 Start putting names 1o the plants you come across.
Learning 10 recognize various species beging with studying the plants” unique physical features carefully
and recording what you see.
36 If you spot a plant outdoors and don’t have the first clue as to what it 15, start identifving it
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“HNIE T A A . R R, SRR RS, onto the riverhank. The pile on the sand grew taller
1. R, One day, as Achenyo moved an armful of dried water hyacinths out of her way, she had an idea
2 Hf ?T’Fé ths Carrying the plants under her arm, she ran home.
& WEER 150 Xt
1 i 80 Kt 2. g T R e B B A
2. ] Bl M Ay, BT C R, 3. BHEHL: weave vi & vi (wove, woven) S
Drear Tom, *Mama, will vou teach me 1o weave? " asked Achenyo eagerly.
Yours,
Li Flua One aficraom dchenyo held up her finished wark made from water hyacinths
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“Will vou do me a favor, Achenvo”” Mama called as she looked up from her weaving
Beside her was a pile of wild-grass stalks ( 7). Mama wok a stalk, laid it along the |
half*finished bag, and began to weave (444). In the corner were pots of dyes (#:#}) she™d use 1o paintthe

Bool the

finished bags. “Will you get me some water for the dyes™ “Of course, Mamal™ Achenyo picked up ¢

as she ran outside. She didn't like weaving, although it was a tradition for a mother to pass on the in.
ber daughter. Outside, Achenyo called to her peighbor Ajuma. Both girls, with pots balanced on theu
heads, made their way i the river.

Achenyo and Ajuma soon arrived at the water's edge, and they found a huge surpnise. The river was
gonel In its place was a blanket of dark green leaves and lavender-colored (i % f2117) lowers. “Oh nol™
Achenyo cried. “Mama won’t have water to mix the dves for her bags ™ When the adults arrived at the
riverbank, they shook their heads, saying “They 've struck again!™

Last vear, the rainy season had brought an invasion { A f2) of water hyacinths. The plants had covered
the river and left no moom to dip a pot to get water. And now they were back. The adults walked nto the
water, They began pulling up water hyacinths and throwing them onto the riverbank, When they’d cleared
enough plants, the girls filled their pots with water. A pile of water hyacinths lay on the riverbank. What a
shame to waste such pretty flowers, Achenyo thought She picked some for Mama. and then the grrls
headed home. Each day, they found the river covered by water hyacinths as if no one had cleared the
waterfront ( i Hl2) the day before. To fill their pots, they again had to pull up and throw water hyacinths
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