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Dear friends, I am more than delighted 1o have the chance to speak here on behalf of our
school volleyball team from China,

With our exchange program drawing to an end, I wani to express our sincere gratiude to you
for your kindness and generosity. Bui for your help, we wouldn't have had such an eye-opening
experience. All of us have learnt from each other and become attached to each other. During our
stay here, we were so thrilled to have participated in exciting volleyball competitions, inspiring
lectures and wonderful feld trips. Not only have we developed friendship, but also we have
improved our cullure awareness,

So my dear friends, 1 want 1o tell you that this is just the beginning of our friendship. We
believe that it will continue to Oourish in the future. Thank you!
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Quickly finishing their dinner, the pair went upstairs and started planning. Mara and
Peter decided to take advantage of the Internet. “"Maybe we can write an article to arouse people’s
awareness.” Maria proposed. “Good idea! We can also make a video!” Peter added. The next few
hours witnessed their heated discussion and growing confidence in a clean and beautiful coast.
The next day, they went to the beach and filmed a short video showing plastic bags lying on the
beach and floating in the sea. Peter, who was good at writing, wrote an article talking about the
present situation of the beach and asking people to take part in the clean-up.

Excited and nervous, they posted the video and article on WeChat. To their amazement,
their post went viral onling immediately. Countless comments flooded in saying how heantbroken
they were when looking at the polluted beach and ocean. What amazed Maria and Peter more was
that numerous people in their community, encouraged by their efforts, offered to join in their
clean-up. More and more people came to the beach o collect plastic bags and they also appealed
to others 1o avoid throwing or using plastic bags. A year later, with their joint and continuous
effort, the coast regained its beauty and Maria and Peter regained their long-awaited pleasure,
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