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M: Hello. International Friends Club. Can I help you?

W.Oh, hello. I read about your club in the paper today and I thought I'd phone to find out a
bit more.

M: Yes, certainly. Well, we are a sort of social club for peeple from different countries. It’s
quite a new club—we have about 50 members at the'moment, but we are growing all the
time.

W. That sounds interesting. I'm Britishactually, and 1 came to Washington about three
months ago. I'm looking for ways to meet people. Er, what kinds of events do you organize?

M. Well, we have social get-togethers, and sports events, and we also have language evenings.

W :Could you tell me something about the language evenings?

M: Yes. Every day except Thursday we have a langudge évening. People can come and practice
their languages—you know, over a drink or sométhing. We have different languages on dif-
ferent evenings. Monday—Spanish; , Tuesday—Italian; Wednesday—German; and Fri-
day—French. On Thursday we usually have a meal in a restaurant for anyone who wants
to come.

W:Well, that sounds great. I really need to practice my French.

M:OK. Well, if you can just give me your name and address, I'll send you the form and some
more information. If you join now you can have the first month free.
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M Excuse me. Can you tell me how much the shirt is?

W:Yes, it’s nine fifteen.
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(Text 1)

W :How many students in your class went to the concert yesterday?

M: There are forty students in my class. Just half of them.went to the concert.

(Text 2)

M:How can I get to the Central Square? There seems no bus stop near here.

W.Well, walk straight and turn left at the street corner.

M: Thank you very much.

(Text 3)

W:If you want to get your computer fixed, you'd better.go to the shop.

M:But I want to do it myself. You know, having sémieone fix it needs lots of money.

(Text 4)

M: John promised that he would arrive here-at 8 o’clock.

W:Yes, he'll be here in fifteen minutes.

(Text 5)

M What are you going to do this summer holiday?

W.I want to have a trip to Kunming. But my parents want me to study at home since I am
going to take the National Entrance Examination next year. What about you?

M.I want to travel, too.
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(Text 6)

W:3673369. This is Jane Green’s office. Who's that?
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M: Hello. This is Jim Black speaking. May I have a word with Jane Green?

W:Hold on, please. I'll just see if she is in.

M:OK. Thank you.

W.:I'm sorry that she went out. She is meeting a client at the moment. Can I take a message?

M: Of course. It’s very kind of you.
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(Text 7)

M:Good afternoon, Kate. Where is Mary? I want her to type a letter for me.

W :Good afternoon, Mr Brown. I'm afraid she can’t. She isn't working today.

M.:Oh, why?

W :She is very busy. She will have an exam to take. She must be preparing for it.

M: An exam? Is she going to school?

W:Yes, she is. She is learning Japanese at a night school;:She just told me that she would be
out of contact all afternoon.

M:Well, tell her to come to my office and explain-her absence, and you have to type the let-
ter. Send it to me in an hour.

W.0OK, Mr Brown.
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(Text 8)

M:Hello, Mrs Miles, T'll check the insurance claimwith you. I'm visiting quite a few homes
in this area actually. The storm did a lot of damage.

W:Well, you've been quick. I only phoned two days ago.

M:1 know. Well, let’s start here at the front, shall we? Uh, the house coverings were miss-
ing.

W:Yes. The house roof was almost destroyed.

M. Oh, yes. Some of the bricks were blown off. Anything else?

W:Um, you can see the bedroom window. It was all destroyed. I've just put some boards
over it,

M:OK. Let’s walk round to the back.

W . Here we are.

M: That tree has fallen down right on the fence!

W:Yes. It’s a real pity. That was a lovely tree. I'm afraid half of the fence wall was dam-
aged, too.

M:1 see. I've got all that. T'll write up my report and let you get the cost of the damage
tomorrow.

W:Thanks. I'm anxious to wait until you deal with it.
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(Text 9)

M: Hello, Miss. Would you mind if 1 ask you some questions? We’'re doing a survey about
fashion.

W:Why? Do you like my clothes?

M:Well, not exactly. We're interested in talking to people who look different from ordinary
people. And your jacket and skirt are pretty interesting, definitely not what you normally
see people on this street wearing.

W:Well, I'm kind of in a hurry, so...

M: We're offering a ten-dollar coffee gift card.

W:Oh. .. well, I guess I can spare a few minutes. I need some coffee anyway!

M:Great! So, why don’t you start out by telling us your name, age and job?

W :My name is Tiffany. I'm 28 and I play the guitar in a rock band.

M: Where do you usually get your clothes, Tiffany?

W At secondhand stores. 1 would never go to a popular department store. The clothes there
are too expensive, and they all look the same.

M: What makes your style different?

W . Well, I like bright colors that'don’t necessarily go together. 1 expect my clothing to look
like a piece of modern art.

M:1 see. I want you to look at some pictures of different kinds of clothing.
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(Text 10)

M: You have probably seen sports cars racing on TV or in the movies. But have you ever
seen drag racing? Drag racing started in the United States in 1953. The first drag tracks were
built by those who were worried about teenagers who were racing their cars on public streets,
A track is a straight course about 1,200 feet long. The track has to be straight because the
cars go so fast that they can’t possibly turn a corner. Each race lasts only about seven sec-
onds! The cars used in drag racing don’t have much in common with other racing cars. In the
front is something that looks like a bicycle wheel. Huge, fat tires are at the back. A powerful
engine is usually in front of the driver. During a race there can be so much smoke from the en-
gines that it’s hard to see the racers. The fans say the best races are those where the cars go
so fast that they can’t see them at all! There are professional drag races at present. A good
drag racer can earn as much as $ 65,000 a year.
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SEBI:

Dear John,

I’'m more than glad to hear you'll come to China to study acupuncture this summer vaca-
tion. As is known to all, acupuncture is a cultural heritage unique to China, which dates back
to more than 2,000 years ago. Besides, acupuncture is much greener and simpler compared to

Western medicine as it uses no drugs. When it comes to acupuncture teachers, I recommend
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my uncle Mr Zhang, who is a college teacher and an expert in this field. By the way, you can

stay at my home during your stay here if you like.

Wish you a wonderful experience!

Yours,

Li Hua
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I began to spend hours at my desk focusing on getting a good score in the math competi-

tion. During those times of stress, I became almost like a workaholic, trying to finish assign-
ments no matter how long it might takeor how late into the night it might go. This was
because I understood that all of this practice was also valuable to my future. My brother knew
it took more energy, so he perstiaded me to give my brain some rest. Kicking a football with
him slowly helped my doubts and worries fade, so I knew it very helpful working with a
healthy schedule.

Later Jack and I went to the same college and.joined the same sports club. The first col-
lege football game was coming up. We were working hard to prepare for it. Jack taught me
many football skills, such as shooting, passing, dribbling and defense. When I was skilled
enough at playing football, it was time to compete. The game was intense as expected and
everybody tried their best. At last, Jack passed me a ball, and I succeeded in shooting it into
the goal. That was the key shot and finally our team won. Bearing my hero, Jack, always in
heart, I was inspired to overcome any challenge.
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