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Last week, I participated” the SchooljArt. Festival. Qur school band was invited to
in
put on a performance at the openceremony. As a member of the band, I practiced hard
opening
but made full preparations~for it. Unfortunate, there was something wrong with our equipments
and Unfortunately equipment
before the show began. With the help of our music teacher, we _deal with the problem

dealt
successfully and we completed the performance, that made us receive loud applause from the audi

which
ence. After their performance, I watched other performances. [ was impressed by the talents of my

our/m
fellow students yand had “a_great fun. I felt proud to be part of this Art Festival and grateful

to have so wonderful classmates.
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(Text 1)

M: Do you know any information about this afternoon’s radio programs?
W: Yes. There will be no afternoon show at 1:15 and the 2:15 World Music program will start at
the later time of 3:15.
(Text 2)
W: Did the weather affect your sports charity event on Sunday?
M: Yes, it was not as good as I expected. Most of the races went ahead as planned, but we didn’t
get as many people turning up.
(Text 3)
W: T hear you're moving, Bill!
M: Yeah. Dad’s going to the center for his new job, sowwe need to move closer to the station. The
house is not big enough but it costs a fortune to rent.
(Text 4)
W: What did the geography teacher’ask us to do this weekend?
M: We need to write up thework'we did on coastal areas last week. He said we can present different
aspects of this topic — thelandscape.
(Text 5)
W: Peter! At last! So how did vou get here?
M: By subway. Oh, this place looks a bit dark. Do we really’'want to eat here?
W: Well, there’s a better restaurant down the street, if you’d rather go to that. It’s right by Benton’s
grocery store.
B2V EWTES BXNERMME, EdREED.
(Text 6)
EITEE 6 B, mEE O TR
W: Did you try that new gym recently? It made a new rule saying that customers would face fines
of up to 100 euros if caught smoking in the gym.
M: Wow, that’s big money, but it’s understandable.
W: Yes. But I wouldn’t go there again. The stuff they’ve got there is quite advanced.
M: Tt’s probably for people with more experience.
W: But the atmosphere was fun. The music they were playing made you work harder.
(Text 7)
EURE 7 MR, EEFs. o,
W: Leo, do youstill volunteer these days‘?
M: Yes, T just joined Meals on Wheels. Tt’s on a'mission to meet the nutritional and social needs
| .of seniors. More than 225 million mesls have been delivered so far.
W CQLﬂd you recommend me sbme other volunteer organizations? I also want to make a
difference in our community.
M: Certainly. There is American Red Cross, Key Club and DoSomething.



W: Do you know of any organizations that take care of dogs and cats?

M: Yes. The Humane Society. With them, you can help out at a local shelter.

(Text 8)
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W: Tom, you really sound like an American. So were you born in the US?

M: No. I was born in Singapore and grew up in China where my parents worked.

W: Did you study in an international school?

M: No. Actually my English pronunciation was very bad at first.

W: So how did you manage to speak English like a native American?

M: Well, in order to improve my pronunciation, I often recorded myself with my phone when
practicing pronunciation. When T struggled with a word, T often found a TV show, movie or
YouTube video where a native speaker uses it in a sentence. [ then listened to the pronunciation
a few times, and then recorded myself saying it.

W: Wasn’t that boring?

M: A bit, but it really worked.

(Text 9)
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W: Steven, can vou tell us how you got into singing?

M: OK. Istarted to like singing when I was little. My uncle used to play in a band. I tried to persuade
him to let me sing in his band but-he would have none of it. I started writing songs when I was
about twelve. A famous.singer liked one of the songs T wrote. He asked me to go to his studio
and he recorded it. It was him who made me start my career as a singer. His support was greatly
appreciated.

W: You went to an art school, didn’t you?

M: Right. The classes were good. T had some brilliant teachers, They offered us plenty of chances
to get out on stage. I learned a lot there. So T really liked it.

W: Are you working on your new album now?

M: Yes. T got lots of ideas for it while T was doing tours in Asia and Europe, so there are some
different influences coming into play- I'm sure it’ll be a big hit.

W: Great! And your immediate-plans?

M: Well, there’s nothing I’d\ike more than to spend some time with friends. But actually I'm going
to be on tour promoting my new album at lots of summer music festivals. Tt’11 be fun.

(Text 10)
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Unlike most commercial songs or movies, popular novels vary greatly in length. Most of the
books have words ranging from 16,000 to 250,000 words. If there is an upper limit to how long
novels can be, Marcel Proust reached it at the turn of the 20th century. His story In Search of Lost

Time has nearly 1.3 million words, making it the world’s longest book. The French writer’s

masterwork tells the story of his life‘. But many editors didn’t accept it. Then Proust used his own

money to have the first volume released by the Grasset pﬁblishing house in 1913. The full novel
vxﬂis published in 13 volumes. The last volume didn’t come out until fourteen vears after the first
one. Though it’s split up into mz‘iny volumes, In Search of Lost Time is considered the longest novel
ever ‘p'ublished by Guinness World Records. This was determined by the book’s impressive

character count. In some editions, the total page count is over 3,000. So if you're interested in



reading the book, give it a try. You may find it very difficult to finish reading it, but it is well worth

reading.



