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Languages had fascinated me since I was young and have had a hugely impact on my life.

have huge

After study several languages at university, [ started travelling to a variety of country to learn
studying countries

languages. Not only I gain knowledge and\fun through this experience, but I also met my future

A did

wife. Culture is something what can be shared among all the different people of mankind. Let’s
that

take this year’s Mid-Autumn Festivals as an example: On our campus, we can see people from
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different cultural backgrounds, dressing up in their own costumes such like hanfu, hanbok(% i)
dressed as
and also kimonos (FI}%). They both have their own characteristics.

all
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Dear teachers and fellow students;

It’s my great honour to stand here and present a speech about the worrying situation of
nearsightedness among Chinese students. Nowadays in China, huge numbers of students are
near-sighted, college students included. Worse still, the tendency is still on the rise. So, it is high
time we took immediate and proper measures right now.

Here, I do appeal to you all to stick to the practice of eye exercises at least twice a day.
Besides, don’t read in an environment where it is too dim or too bright. As you know, too much
screen time contributes a lot to poor eyesight, so you’d better stay away from digital devices as
well. Last of all, please remember to give your eyes a short rest between classes by looking far
outside.

Take good care of the window of your heart, and you’re bound to enjoy a bright future.

That’s all! Thanks for all your attention!
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Text 1

W: Was there any damage to your house last night?

M: Not much. One of the windows in my bedroom was broken. (1) I did some repairs after the
last storm, so [ was ready for this one.

W: The thunder was really scary. I’'m glad my pets stayed inside.

Text 2

W: Lucy has always been a good friend to me. We’ve been neighbors for years. Do you have a
best friend, Mike?

M: Yes. Gary’s a good guy. We like the same music. We play the same sports — we’re very
much alike. (2)

Text 3

W: Dad, my friends are having a garden party tonight. Can I go?

M: You can if you’ve finished your housework. You were supposed to tidy up your bedroom
and the bathroom.

W: I’ve cleaned up my bedroom. I’ll de the rest now. (3)

Text 4

M: Do you need anything before we start?

W: Could I have a coffee, please? I didn’t sleep very well last night. I need some energy, or I’ll
fall asleep halfway through the movie! (4)

Text 5

M: So, what do you think of this art show?

W: It is great! I love the traditional Chinese paintings, especially that one of the Yellow Mountains.

M: Me too. I want to buy a painting like that and put it in my house. (5)
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Text 6

W: Do you want to go to a movie this afternoon?

M: I'd love to, but I can’t. I’'m going to throw a graduation party for my son this Saturday
and there’s so much to prepare. (6)

W: Oh yes, [ remember. But it’s only Tuesday.

M: I know. But I’m really busy this week. I’m flying to Paris for a business trip tomorrow, (7)
and I won’t get back until Friday afternoon.

W: Oh, I see. Will you go sightseeing in Paris?

M: No, my schedule is very tight this time. Maybe I’ll take a trip with my family in France next
time.

Text 7

W: How long have you been going to the gym? (8)

M: T"ve been going for four months now. I usually go on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. (8)

W: That’s great! How’s it going?

M: Pretty well. I feel a lot healthier, and I am definitely getting stronger.

W: Wonderful!

M: The problem is, I’m not losing very much weight. (9)

W: No? Well, what types of exercises do you do?

M: Mostly lifting weights. But I also use the gym machines.

W: If you want to burn your body fat, you need to try exercises that work your heart and lungs,
like running, swimming or cycling.

M: Oh, okay. Well, I have a bike. I’ll start riding my bike to the gym, (10) instead of using the car.

W: That’s a great idea! I bet you’ll see a difference pretty soon.

Text 8

M: Thanks so much for letting me stay with you.

W: No problem! That’s what friends are for!

M: Well, thanks. You’ve been a great help! All the hotels in town are full because of the big
music festival. (11)

W: It’s no big deal. Your business meeting tomorrow sounds pretty important. (11)

M: Very! I need to be calm and focused, so I’m glad I won’t need to get up at 4:00 a.m. to
catch the train! (11)

W: Ha-ha!

M: I suppose [ should get to bed now.

W: Sure. The guest room is upstairs. Let me show you the way.

M: Thanks. Wow, the lights came on by themselves! (12)

W: Yes, they turn on when they sense movement. If you want to turn them off, just make a
loud noise. (12)

M: Cool! Oh... I forgoet to bring my toothbrush. Can I borrow a spare one? (13)
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W: Yes. I'll find one for you in the kitchen.
M: Thanks. Now I need to set my alarm clock, or I won’t wake up in time!
Text 9
W: What an interesting presentation, Daniel! (15) (16) Your classmates and I really enjoyed it.
‘What inspired you to study this topic? (15) (16)
M: Well, my mom gave me a book called Dragons Around the World. (15) It was a collection
of dragon stories from different cultures.
W: And that gave you the idea to compare Western-style dragons with Eastern-style ones? (15)
M: That’s right, (15) The first thing I noticed was that, in Western stories, the dragon is ofien
“the bad guy”. They breathe fire, steal treasures and must usually be killed by the hero.
W: Right, yes.
M: However, in the stories from most Eastern cultures, the dragon itself is a hero.
W: Exactly! They help solve problems and protect humans from natural disasters.
M: Right! They also control water, not fire.
W: That is interesting. (16) Do you think you’ll write your end-of-term report on the same subject?
M: Yes, I think so. There’s still a lot to learn. In fact, I’m going to do some more research at
the library now. (17)
W: Great!
Text 10
“Time is money”, so it is said, but the history of clocks is a long and interesting one.
With the appearance of phones and TVs, fewer people have clocks in their house now, but the
invention of clocks played an important role in the development of modem culture. Keeping
track of time was one of mankind’s earliest developments and it has come a very long way.
Before the clock was invented, people used the sun or water levels to tell the time. The first
ever clock was also powered by water, and it was invented in the third century in Greece. (19)
In the 10th century, Chinese inventors created a new style of clock that proved better than
what had come beforc. However, it was in Europe where two different types of clock were
created that would be the most widely used type. The first came in the 14th century, (20)
and then the second in the 16th century.
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