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A Meaningiul Activity in the Summer Vacation

During the siunmer vacation, I volunteered in the counseling room in my community,
providing counscling and children's psychology for various households. T earned the
certification after training and then participated in practice sessions. [ taught parents and their
children how to analyze their problems and find their own solutions, Since each family has a

differcnt background. |

i verv glad that many parents have applauded the counsehing project because they get
useful suggestions to resolve problems. I have also ageumulated life experience through this
activity.

bEgs 3

He came straight over to us. As.soon as he saw Sam, hc jumped on his lap as if they’d
been best friends for ever. That day. we gave him treats and played ball. The staff at the
centre became teary when it was.time to say goodby¢. They hud looked after him brilliantly
for almost two years. The drive back took a few hours but Charlie was well behaved. When
he got to our house, he immediately made himself at home.

We feel proud that we’ve given Charlie a new home and a second chance. Charlie
gets two walks a day and is getting better at walking on a lead: when we first got him, he
pulled a lot. He's always so happy to see us when we come through the door. Our daughter is



in love with him as well. She brings him presents every time she comes round. He's spoiled
and we enjoy him so much. Charlie was once the loneliest dog in Britain. But he’s not alone
any more.
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Text 1
M: Is everything all right, ma’am? Do you need any extra steak sauce?




W: The steak 1s fine, but how am I supposed to cut it?
M: Oh, I’'m sorry. I gave you a butter knife with your fork by mistake. Let me
change that for you. (1)
Text 2
M: I need to get my laptop fixed before I go to a business conference next week.
(2) Can you recommend anyone?
W: I know a guy working in the city center. He'was very nice and did 1t very quickly.
Here’s his number if you want to call him.
Text 3
W: My first class starts at 9:00 a.m. It’s a two=hour lccture, so I can meet vou
after at the gym. (3)

M: OK, but hurry, becausc Thave a lesson at 1:00 p.m. that [ can’t be late for.

Text 4

M: These are the filmsarecommended by my movic APP.

W: They’re all scary movies! Can’t we watch sonicthing else?

M: Fine.Choose a movic that you like, instead. I’ll make us some popcorn.

W: Perfect! I’m starved. 1 need to eat somcthing before bed. (4)

Text 5

W: Is this your hall?

M: Yes, sorry Mrs. Jones. 1 didn’t realize how powerful this new bat is.

W: It’s OK. [ used to play tennis myscli. (5) By the way, I found a football‘and some
golf balls in my garden. Any idea who theyv belong to?

Text 6 _

W: Good morning, William. I wanted to wish vou a happy Lunar New! Year. (7)
What time 1s it there?

M: Thanks, Mom. It’s 9:00 a.m. I wish I could be there tojoim-thc tamily celebration.

W: Well, we still have some lucky money for you. Can I'send it on WeChat? (6)

M: That’s inconvenient to use that here. Can you send it to my US account? (6)

W: 1'd love to give you a red envelope as usual,.but that’ll work, instead. (6)

M: Thanks, Mom. I still have school these weeks. (7) Unfortunately, I won’t have
much tune off.

W: I'm sorry. We’ll call you from your grandma’s house when we get there!

Text 7 GB 8 U AHENTE)

W: I’'m including.more reading‘assignments in this year’s academic plan.

M: Great 1dea! It only my-childhood English teachcrs offered me an introduction to
great novels. W: Yes. But now, some students only get access to classic American novels.
Can our school offer

more variety?

M: I see. Those are excellent books, but they may have already been recommended
tothem by their parents, What do you suggest?



W: My students will have the option to find a type that they love, like you with
books about sports or me with fantasy stories. (9) Then, they can explore reading
things besides history books and traditional novels.

M: When we were young, we didn’t have cellphones or Internet,.so wanting to read
for fun was an obvious decision.

W: Yes. We’ll show them that they can do the same.

Text 8

M: Oh my! You haven’t changed at all. You stilldook the same as you did in high
school actually.

W: You haven’t changed much either since the Yast time we saw each other.,
Let’s see...that was when we were still in university, wasn’t it? (10)

M: Yes, that’s right! ( 10) It really has been such a long time. We need to catch up.
Did you end up becoming a tcacher?

W: Yes, I'm teaching science at'a middle school now, What about you?
M: I actually oivn a restaurant back in our hometown. Our old principal 1s actually a
regular. He'comes to my place every week.
W: No way!'l bet'vou see a bunch of our old clussmates there too.
M: Sometimes. But you’ll never guess who I ran into at the grocerv store last week!
(11)
W Oh, it can’t he...Mrs. Winters? ¢(11)

M: Yes! Remember how she would shout at you whenever vou were late for
class, or forgot your gym shoes? (11) (12)

W: To this day 1 still have nightmares about that scary P.E. class. I think it’s‘'why 1
don’t

enjoy exercise. (12)

Text 9 (38 13 BOAHEMTER) B 16 BAESHE)

M: What arc you looking for all over the ground? Are you looking tor rubbish to pick
up?

W: I'mm looking for some of our local mushrooms. (14) | saw pictures recently of
some really cool looking ones. They grow on the ground or on some trees.

M: You’re not going to try and cook them, are you? (15)

W: No. I think they would be a good subject for me to practice my ink drawing.
I needed a subject for my next art school project. (15)

M: That makes sensc. There ‘are probably a lot of themi out during this time of year.
I’ve never liked to eat'mushrooms, though. My mother loves them. When I lived at home,
she would always make mushroom soup.

W: IFlove'mushrooms. They’re so interesting. i learned that the mushrooms we see
are.often one single creature that is all connected underground. Not only that, but they are
very good nutrition for the areas that they grow in.



M: That’s interesting. I think bamboo grass is very similar in the way that it grows.
Most bamboo is all connected by a single root system. This makes it very hard to.get rid
of if you wanted to plant something else.

W: I didn’t know that, but it makes sense. | know bamboo can grow very-fast. I think
here in New Jersey, you need to get a permit in order to plant bamboo. It’s probably
because of how ditficult it 1s to control.

Text 10

Viola Davis is an American actress best Known for her role as a bitter lawyer
called Annalise Keating in the TV show How to Get Away with Murder. (17) This show
ran for six seasons from 2014 to 2020. Viola was bornan St. Matthews, South Carolina. but
moved to Central Falls, Rhode Island when she was two months old. She studied theater at
Rhode Island College.

After that, she attended the famous Juilliard School and graduated in 1993. She
won her first major award six years later for the stage play Everybody’s Rutby. (18) Two
years later, she won a Tony Award for her role in the 200! production of King Hedley II. At
the same time; sheistarted recciving larger roles in film and television. Eventually she got an

Oscar nomination(#¢. i%) for Best Supporting Actress for the 2008 movie Doubt. She was
nominated again in 2012. this time for Best Acuress in the film The Help. However, it was
not until 2017 that she won an Academy Award for the film Fences. (19) The film was a
great success. More recently, she has moved into producing as well as acting, setting up
the production company JuVee Productions with her husband, Julius Tennon. (20)
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