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M: Hello. International Friends Club. Can I help you?

W:0h, hello. I read about your club in the paper today and I thought I'd phone to find out a
bit more.

M:Yes, certainly. Well, we are a sort of social club for people from different countries. It’s
quite a new club—we have about 50 members at the moment, but we are growing all the
time.

W That sounds interesting. I'm DBritish actually, and I came to Washington about three

months ago. I'm looking for ways to meet people. Er, what kinds of events do you organize?

: Well, we have social get-togethers, and sports events, and we also have language evenings.

:Could you tell me something about the language evenings?
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: Yes. Every day except Thursday we have a language evening. People can come and prac-
tice their languages—you know, over a drink or something. We have different languages
on different evenings. Monday—Spanish; Tuesday—Italian; Wednesday—German; and
Friday—French., On Thursday we usually have a meal in a restaurant for anyone who
wants to come.

W . Well, that sounds great. I really need to practice my French.

M.:OK. Well, if you can just give me your name and address, I'll send you the form and some
more information. If you join now, you can have the first month free.
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M:Excuse me. Can you tell me how much the shirt is?

W . Yes, it’s nine fifteen.
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(Text 1)

W:You have such a big smile, Abel. What is the good news?

M:1 was informed that I was admitted into my dream university.

W :Congratulations.

(Text 2)

W .It's too difficult for me to keep up with my classmates.

M.:I'm afraid you should play less and study more.

W.TI'll try to follow your advice.

(Text 3)

M:Look at the sky, Jane. How clear it is now!

W:Yes. Luckily, the wind in the afternoon blew away those dark clouds, but the weather re-
port says it’s going to rain in 12 hours.

(Text 4)

W.:How do you like your work as a reporter?

M. Well, it is interesting. But I have to work for long hours. I am never at home on week-
ends,

(Text 5)

W .Can I come a little later to your birthday party? I've got something important to work on
tonight.

M: How late will you be? The party will begin at 8:00 pm.

W1 will be late for 20 minutes.
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(Text 6)

W :Do you like going to live football matches or watching them on TV?

M: Oh, I like watching football matches live on the sports field as much as I like watching
movies in the cinema.

W .Is it better than watching them on TV?

M:Yes, it is.

W :Oh, why do so many people go to see live matches?

M: That’s different. The most exciting part is that you can really feel the live atmosphere.
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(Text 7)

M: Have you noticed a lot of differences between your country and ours?

W . Well, people here dress quite differently because the weather is warmer here. We wear
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winter clothes for half a year. thick trousers and warm sweaters. Here people dress more

fashionably.

:Is clothing expensive in your country?
: Yes., It’s more expensive than here.
:Can you make friends easily here?

:Oh, yes. It’s easy even if we speak different languages. People are the same everywhere.

They worry about the same things like the cost of living and the future of their children.
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: Alice, I really can’t see why newspapers attract you so much.
: Well, Henry, I'm looking for something important.
: What are you interested in? News, sports or entertainment?

: Entertainment is my favorite. I want to know the information about famous stars. But now

I'm locking for some job advertisements.

:Job advertisements? Are you looking for a job?

: Yes. That’s why I read newspapers.

:1 see.

: However, there are so few good jobs but there are so many people looking for jobs nowadays.
: Well, some good jobs just suit the well-educated people.

: But I’ve just graduated from high school. It’s time for me to find a suitable job. There

must be some jobs that suit me.

: Listen, Alice. High school education is not enough for us. QOur mother always tells us that

the most suitable job for us is to work hard to enter a university.
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W.OK, you are right, Henry. I'm going to keep studying.

Wr T — B X i, BIESE 14 S 17 P-4~/ BUAE . R 20 BDEh Y et 8] B2 U1~/ ,

(Text 9)

W.:Hi, Mike. What would you like to do this weekend?

M. Hi, Judy. I'd like to celebrate my 18th birthday with some friends this Saturday,

W.Oh, really? That’s great! The eighteenth birthday! You are a grown-up now. You must
be excited.

M: Yeah, from now on, I have to take responsibility for my actions. It’s really an important
day in my life.

: How do you plan to celebrate it, Mike? In a bar or a restaurant?
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:No, I plan to celebrate it in my home and invite some [riends to come over. Do you have
any good ideas?

W :How about a birthday party? We can buy some balloons to decorate your room and buy
some drinks.

:Sounds fantastic. And mavbe we can prepare some food all by ourselves and make a salad.

: That’s a sign that you’ve become a grown-up.

i

: You bet. Well, on Saturday morning, I'll order a birthday cake. Then, I'll go shopping in
the supermarket. On that afternoon I’ll buy some flowers and decorate my room. I will be
really busy on that day.

W I will help you. Let’s get prepared for the party together.

M:You are always helpful. Thank you, Judy.
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(Text 10)

M.:1 manage a small branch of a large supermarket. and we lose a lot of money because of
theft. I have to try to prevent it, or else I'll lose all my profits. A lot of thefts are committed
by people in groups. So I have to make it difficult for them to steal goods. Obviously, a su-
permarket can’t have chains or alarms on the goods. So I've hired some detectives, who walk
around the shop like ordinary shoppers, otherwise they’ll be recognized. We have a big sign
up, saying, “Thieves will be punished”, but that doesn’t help much. We’'ve started putting
cash desks at all exits to prevent the thieves walking straight out with things. Of course, that
adds to increased cost and reduced profits. I also plan to use monitoring equipment though
that’s expensive. In fact, all good methods of prevention are quite expensive, and naturally,
they make some of our goods more expensive. But it has to be done or theft itself will make all
the goods prices much higher, and the public doesn’t want that!
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A Series of Lectures on the 24 Solar Terms

To make lovers of Chinese traditional culture have a deep understanding of the 24 solar
terms and grasp the terms in English, the English corner in our school hosted a series of
lectures last month.

English teachers in our school gave eight splendid lectures from 4:00 pm to 5:00 pm every
Thursday and Friday. Teachers giving the lectures did an adequate preparation. The lectures
covered a fund of knowledge, including their historical origins, climate changes and farming
activities during each solar term and customs in different provinces.

Students thought highly of the lectures, from which they learned a lot. They realized
Chinese traditional culture was attractive. They wish there will be more lectures about it.
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I told Star I would be happy to pass her message on to her friend. She felt grateful and
wrote her friend’s name and telephone number on a scrap of cardboard. Then she hugged us,
and we wished each other a merry Christmas. On Christmas morning, I called Star’s friend,
and a man answered the phone. I told him who I was and that I had a message for him from
Star. His voice cracked with emotion as he thanked me for calling. He was relieved to hear
Star was safe in the shelter.

A few months later s when I was walking to the bakery, I saw a woman standing in the
middle of the crosswalk. Her arms were stretched wide and a big smile was on her face. It
was Star. She was standing between the cars and an old woman with a walking stick making
her way very slowly across the road. As soon as the old woman had crossed the road safely,
Star continued on her way. I smiled and went on walking to the bakery, thinking the homeless
woman Star was doing her job. She realized her desire to help those in need.
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