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M: Hello. International Friends Club. Can I help you?

W.Oh, hello. I read about your club in the paper today and I thought I'd phone to find out a
bit more.

M:Yes, certainly. Well, we are a sort of social club fot people from different countries. It’s
quite a new club—we have about 50 members/at the moment, but we are growing all the
time.

W That sounds interesting. I'm British actually, and 1 came to Washington about three
months ago. I'm looking forways to meet people. Er, what kinds of events do you organize?

M Well, we have social get-togethers, and sports events,:and we also have language evenings.

=

: Could you tell me something about the language €venings?

<

: Yes. Every day except Thursday we have a language evening. People can come and prac-
tice their languages—you know, over;a drink or something. We have different languages
on different evenings. Monday=*Spanish; Tuesday—Italian; Wednesday—German; and
Friday—French. On Thursday we usually have a meal in a restaurant for anyone who
wants to come.

W.Well, that sounds great. I really need to practice my French.

M.:OK. Well, if you can just give me your name and address, I'll send you the form and some

more information. If you join now you can have the first month free.
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M: Excuse me. Can you tell me how much the shirt is?

W:Yes, it’s nine fifteen.
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(Text 1)

W:Dad, I have done my homework and washed the dishes. Can we make our kite now?

M. Of course! Let’s start to make it,

(Text 2)

W:Dad, John hasn’t finished his herhework yet. We’'ll probably get to your place in an hour.
Do we need to buy some takeout food?

M:Don’t bother, honey. I've already cooked.

(Text 3)

W:Would you like a piece of cake? I just had it delivered to our office from the cake shop.

M: Thanks! But I'm still pretty full from:lunch. My department had a big meal in the Italian
restaurant downstairs.

(Text 4)

W :Can you have that report done by the end of the day? I need to send it on to our customers.

M:Yes, I'm almost done. T'll give it to you as soon as possible.

(Text 5)

M: How did your sister do yesterday?

W:Well, her team won the match, but I didn’t get to see it! I had just got to the soccer field
when my boss called. One of my colleagues called in sick with the flu. So he asked me to

come in and work,
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(Text 6)

W.I'm taking the dog to the doctor today. She’s been acting a little strange.

M: What’s wrong with her?

W.I'm not sure. She won't go outside and play. She lies around all day. And she doesn’t eat
much.

M:Hmm. .. I'm sure she’s fine. She’s eleven and she certainly does not have the energy she
did when she was two.
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(Text 7)

W:OK. Let’s start. It is a suggestion about printing a special list for our multimedia prod-
ucts. We want as many ideas as possible for increasing our market share,

M:It’s a great idea. Right now, they're all mixed up with everything else in the main list. No-
body notices them.

W:I agree. But how much is it going to cost? I'd-like to see some figures.

M:OK. So, we need to work out the cost.” I'll deal with that.

W:Today is Wednesday. How soon can you prepare some figures? By Friday?

M:OK. We can discuss this again' next Monday.

W . That’s fine.
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(Text 8)

M: Many of my friends are learning swimming now. I'd really want to attend a swimming club

or something like that.

g

:Here is the website I visited=yesterday. There’s some information about the swimming
course.

:Let me have a look. Great! I'd love to do it but I've never been swimming before.

:No problem. This course is for beginners and it’s only two weeks.

: How many lessons?

:Um. .. There are three lessons per week, Each lesson is about one hour,

M

w

M

w

M.I see. And how much is it?
W.1It’s 90 pounds for the course. So that’s 15 pounds per lesson. Not bad.

M: Not expensive at all.

W:So, why don’t you enter for the next course?

M:1 think I will. Do I need to buy a lifebelt?

W:No, they will let you use one of theirs. But you will need to buy a swimsuit, of course.

And don’t forget to bring your own towel.
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M:OK. Thanks a lot, Linda.
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(Text 9)

W . This weather must be quite a change from what you're used to, Kyle.

M. Oh, yes. I haven’t ever seen any snow back in Manila, the capital of the Philippines.

W:You should see the snow in Toronto. It gets a lot deeper there than here in Vancouver.

M:Really? My father has to clear the road in front of our house today. Then we will use all
the snow to make a snowman. It is almost five inches deep!

W:The weather forecast said there would be another two inches by the end of the week.

M: It is so beautiful. When it started snowing last night, I sat by my window for at least an
hour watching it. It was so exciting!

W:I agree. My parents say the roads can get really dangerous, though.

M: Oh, I never thought of that.

W :Personally, I hate it when we lose electricity. Sométimes it lasts for hours.

M: Do you think they will cancel school tomorrow?

W.:We'll have to wait and see.
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(Text 10)

Hello, everyone, and welcome to The Book Show organized by Acton Library. Let’s
start with some news about this year’s exciting short story competition. As you know, the
competition is organized every year by Acton Library. The story title last year was A Day
That Began Badly and the winner was twelve-year-old Rose Williams, if you remember. She
got an electronic dictionary, and the three second-prize winners each received a stamp book.
This year the story title is A Wonderful Journey. It can be a funny story, a sad story or an ad-
venture story—you decide. You can write between two hundred and fifty and five hundred
words, but no more than that. You must write the story yourself, of course. Then send it to
my e-mail box with your name, address, telephone number and age, and I'll send it on to Ac-
ton Library. You're welcome to take part in this competition, no matter what family or what
school you come from. The only people not allowed to enter this competition are those 14 or
older! So all you kids out there, start writing! There’s a fantastic prize for the winner this
year!
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SELL:

Dear George,

Hearing that you have been misunderstood by your classmate, I can totally put myself in
your shoes. I'm writing to show sympathy and offer suggestions.

Actually, it’s common for us to be misunderstood occasionally in daily life. Instead of
feeling upset, 1 suggest that you have an honest and frank talk with your classmate, which is
key to clearing up the misunderstandings between you. If you are wrong, do apologize
sincerely. If not, it’s a virtue to forgive and forget.

1 wish the suggestions above are of some help. Looking forward to your good news.

Yours,

Li Hua
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SELN:

A year later , Emily came to Josh’s home. She got Josh’s address from the pharmacy and
hoped she could return the favor. She explained her father ran a company and last time her
father’s life was in danger so she hurried to buy medicine. She also explained that she desper-
ately needed a big money for his operation because her father's company was facing difficul-
ties. Fortunately, her father recovered quickly after the operation and the situation of his
company has improved greatly.

Emily decided to of fer Josh his share of thérmoney. When she saw Josh’'s small
two-bedroom house, she couldn’t help but feel sorry for the pair. Their home was in terrible
condition. It was small and crowded, even'for just the two of them. She sent Lisa to the best
hospital of the city the next day. Luckily, Lisa’s recovery was very rapid. After Lisa was fully
recovered, Josh was offered a full*time job in Emily’s father’s company to better support his
family. They live a simple but happy life now.
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