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Dear Steve,

I'm happy to hear that you'll participate in the Chinese speech contest themed “Studying
in China”. The following are my suggestions.

As for the topic, I'd like to recommend Chinese traditional culture, as it introduces a real
treasure of human history. Besides, having studied the courses systematically, you’re sure to
have a deep understanding of Chinese traditional culture. To do it well, you’d better select
impressive examples to attract the attention of the judges. Furthermore, practice your spoken
Chinese in order to express yourself more clearly and fluently.

I sincerely hope you'll find my suggestions useful.

Yours,
Li Hua
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Dear Steve,

I'm glad to hear that you'll participate in the speech contest “Studying in China”.
Speaking of the topic, I think Chinese ancient wisdom is an ideal option.

With a long history and profound cultural connotations, China plays an essential role in
the history of mankind. From Confucius’ principle of teaching to literature, and from the four
great inventions to the Great Wall, it’s Chinese ancient wisdom that shines like a star
throughout human civilization. This topic will surely attract the judges’ attention. Besides,
providing broad descriptions combined with details is the best way to go.

I do hope your speech goes smoothly.

Yours,
Li Hua
u =
Dear Steve,

Knowing that you'll participate in the “Studying in China” Speech Contest, I'm delighted
to give you some suggestions.

As far as I'm concerned, no topic-is more suitable than “Learning Chinese Characters”.
Chinese characters are of great®significance to Chinese, since they serve as a carrier of
China’s thousands of years “of history and show the wisdom of ancient Chinese people.
Moreover, Chinese characters are also a representation of the.Chinese spirit. As for other tips,
not only should you make your opening as impressive as’possible, but also remember to make
eye contact with your audience.

Good luck!

Yours,
Li Hua
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I completely disagreed with Karina about cutting down trees. Since trees were home to
hundreds of small animals, I couldn’t believe that Karina could be such a cruel person who
wanted to replace the lively forest with a noisy shopping mall. Overwhelmed by anger and
confusion, I shouted at Karina, “How dare you wish to destroy such a wonderful forest?”
Shocked by my mean words, Karina stared at me in horror and failed to say a word. After a
while, Karina broke the silence, telling me the story of her parents.

Later, I suddenly realized Karina had her reasons for believing what she did. Her

parents had suffered from unemployment for a long time and could hardly support the family,
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so she understood the importance of jobs deeply. “But I just want to save our wonderful land,”
I explained in a low voice, feeling sorry and guilty. Gently patting me on the shoulder, Karina
comforted me, “That's fine.” It suddenly dawned on me that a friend was not the same person
as me, but a person who accepted me. I smiled at Karina, and invited her to hang out, after
which our laughter soon lingered in the beautiful land again.

W

I completely disagreed with Karina about cutting down trees. 1 said, “We have to stop
that. Think of all the birds that would lose their homes! Can't we figure out how to make jobs
without destroying nature?” Hearing what 1 said, Karina told me super seriously, “Maybe
we’re not quite as alike as we thought.” I felt very upset. Maybe two people with opposite
points of view just aren’t meant to be friends, I was thinking.

Later, I suddenly realized Karina had her reasons for believing what she did. No
matter what it was, the difference wasn’t worth losing a perfectly good friendship over. We
ended up having lots more fun at karate camp. And even now, a couple of months later, we
still send each other funny pictures of our cats or\our baking creations. No two people are
exactly alike, and even the best friends, disagree sometimes. What's important is that you
respect each other and focus on the good stuff.

W=

I completely disagreed with Karina about cutting down trees. 1 poured out my feelings
on the trees being home to all the birds as well as being able'to absorb carbon dioxide, with
much anger overwhelming me as [ almost lost my scoolness. “Don’t you think people’s
livelihood is more important than a patch of wood?/Karina asked me directly. “But not at the
cost of cutting down trees!” I said firmly. The argument between us made me feel powerless
and there seemed to be a barrier growingbetween us.

Later, I suddenly realized Karina had her reasons for believing what she did. Karina
took my hand sincerely and‘\said, “I never want to quarrel with you again. Maybe we
shouldn’t hold on our own views so seriously, and instead, learn to respect each other.” I
threw myself into her arms. All my feelings of horror, anger, guilt and grief were suddenly
gone due to this comforting hug. During the following days we immersed ourselves in the fun
of karate. There seemed to be delight in every heart, laughter in every face, and cheer in every
step.
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Text 1

W: Let’s sit outside in the garden. It’s such a beautiful day.

M: It is nice right now, (1) but I heard it’s supposed to be really windy later on. Anyway, I’'m
on my way out. I need to buy a rain jacket before the sporting goods store closes.

Text 2

M: Hello Carol, I can’t remember what Miss Lisa said the writing homework was.

W: There is no homework. Instead, we need to bring and present a book we like. I’'m buying
mine at the store now.

M: I’ll go to the library tomorrow morning. (2)

Text 3

W: So when you were younger, were you as good at football as you are now? (3)

M: I was good, but I actually preferred painting and-cooking at the time.

W: I’'m sure that all of your fans listening to this show are glad that you focused your talents.

Text 4

M: Did you hear that the department store is having a holiday sale? It’s on all of their kitchen
products and furniture.

W: We don’t need any more kitchen electronics, but I think we can finally buy a bigger
screen to watch movies on. (4)

Text 5

W: How did you find the inspiration for your teamwork speech? I felt like I was watching
a film when you gave it.

M: First, I tried to listen to other speeches, but I got nothing from them. It wasn’t until 1
thought about my years at,camp that I wrote it. (5)

Text 6

W: TI’ll just ask the question that everyone wants to know. How have you become so famous
so quickly? Are you just that talented? (6)

M: Well, people seem to really enjoy my songs, but I would never get anything done if 1
didn’t spend so many hours a day creating them. (6)

W: After an interview on The Tonight Show you told everyone that you can always be found
in the recording room in your own house. Do you prefer creating the songs to
performing them?

M: I enjoy both, but I actually prefer just playing for my wife and son at home. (7)

Text 7

M: I was thinking of joining the exchange program this summer. There are five countries that
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W:

M:

W:

M:

we can go study in until October. I can’t decide which country I want to go to, though.
Well, if you want to sign up you should decide now. I heard some of the countries are no
longer available. Asia and North America both have spaces left though.

I was thinking of North America, but maybe I’ll go somewhere warmer, like New
Zealand. (9)

Just remember that our seasons are different. If you go to the south on the other side of the
world their seasons are the opposite. Spring here, is autumn in New Zealand and
winter there, is summer here. (9)

You’re right, but I do love going to the beaches there. (9)

Text 8

W:
M:

M:

How was your trip to Canada? Did you go sightseeing everywhere you wanted to?
I saw so much in the cities. I was amazed by the festivals I attended and the museums
about the natives. However, I didn’t get to visit the.mountains that I really wanted to

see because it was just too cold. (10)

: That’s okay. It sounds like you had a good time. I bet you’ll be back there someday. What

kind of food did you eat there? (11)

: I was so surprised at how many different cultures live in Canada. They have typical

western food, like we do/here, but they specialize in different things. There are far more
French and Chinese restaurants. I mainly went to the European-style restaurants

because my cousin, Gene, really likes them. (11) (12)

: I thought you went out there for a business trip.with your manager, and to meet up with an

old friend?
Yes. That is why I went there, but not the only thing I did while there. Because I was

moving around a lot, instead of paying for a hotel I stayed with Gene. (12)

Text 9

W:
M:

W:
M

: I eat plenty of vegetables with my dinner. Besides, I have a big breakfast every morning.

You can’t just eat potato chips for a meal. It’s not enough. (13)
Why not? I love the taste of them. Besides, I only eat one small bag for lunch. It’s quick
and easy.

Your body needs more than just artificial flavors and junk food. (13)

I’m not really hungry at noon. (14) I don’t have much time in between my university
classes this year. It’s not like when I was growing up and you made me food to bring
to school. (16)

: You’re not done growing yet, though. If you want to grow up to be big and strong you

should think more about the food you eat.

: I understand what you’re saying, but I don’t think it will affect me that much.
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W: 1 just want you to live a long life.

M: I know, but I just went to the doctor and she said I was very healthy. (15) I exercise
three times a week for that purpose. When I am out of school and have more time and
money, I can change my habits for something better.

Text 10

And now for our daily election update. The presidential candidates will be debating in

Denver this weekend, and it is going to be an exciting night. Both candidates from New

York City will be arriving in Denver early tomorrow to begin preparing. They will meet

with the two other candidates and their support teams a few days before the show. (17)

Two of the popular talking points to expect are the price of taxes, bus and road repairs.

Denver’s candidate is trying to focus hard on immigration and worldwide

communications. (18) Though it will still be over a year until the American public will be

allowed to vote, the candidates want to give as much for the nation to decide who they want
to run it. The current president cannot run for-effice again, because it would go against
the law. Many people thought he was going to retire before the last election, but he
decided to finish what he started. (19);He wants to make sure the policies that he worked so
hard on will be put into place.

Many of our current president’s supporters are glad that he has stayed and will be very

sad when he is no longer in office.
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