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46. Dear Tony

How are you recently? To enrich students’ campus cultural life, our school will hold a
Chinese ancient Poetry Recitation contest next Friday. Since I know you are a fan of Chinese
poetry, I sincerely invite you to it.

The contest includes two main parts, in which some videos and pictures on Chinese ancient
poetry will be displayed for a better knowledge of Chinese poetry culture. Besides, participants
will be required to recite their favourite poems to share with the audience. The activity will not
only help students get access to more knowledge but also cultivate their abilities of Chinese poetry
appreciation.

I am looking forward to your arrival.

Yours,

Li Hua
47. Wordlessly. I hand it over. Then my daughter reaches for the phone. “Hi, Grandma!” I hear my
mother exclaim through the receiver: “Sweetheart! How are you? Did you go to school today? ”
‘What witcheraft is this? All she says is “Hi! Grandma!”, and my mother sounds like a person fully
alert to the heartbeat of a normal day. Then, out of the phone comes a waterfall of good cheers.
My mother tells her how much she loves her and how lovely her voice sounds. “Do you want to
listen to me sing?” My daughter offers to sing. Then she begins.

[ listen to my daughter singing to her grandmother, caring for her with patience. Her singing
is so moving and gentle, soothing my anxiety. After many kissing noises, they eventually hang up.
Words fail me when I see the smile still curving on her face. A moment later, containing my
emotion, I tell my daughter it is bath time. She wildly protests, but I draw the bath away. I am still
Mommy, after all, and she is still five. And yet tonight, she taught me how to answer like a

grown-up. [ should have shown more patience, just like what she does.
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