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Labor: Learning and Growing Up

During the Labor Day. one of my own experiences came into my mind. Last summer vacation. 1 worked as a

waiter in a restaurant. At first. it was challenging to keep up with the fast pace there. 1 had to remember the menu.
take orders. serve dishes. and clean tables. My feet and back ached after a long day of work. But I adapted and learned
to communicate with customers and manage it efficiently.

Through this experience. 1 realized not only is labor a means of making a living. but a way of learning skills. growing
up. and acquiring values. So we should respect and appreciate all the workers contributing to our socicety.
FEZFH #2551
E=Fisd

It surprised me that Karina didn't share my opinion. 1 cagerly convinced her that people should have jobs. but not

if it meant cutting down trees. while Karina insisted that job opportunities counted a lot to a family and even society.
After a heated discussion. Karina shook her head and said. super seriously. *You know.maybe we're not quite as alike
as we thought, ™ Tears welling up, I sighed and said nothing. wondering if two people with opposite points of view just
aren’t meant to be friends.

Just then. LeVar stood up and broke the silence. He asked if someone can help clean the leftover and put our trash

and recyclables in the bins. Karina took the challenge. others followed. and 1 finally joined in. T mended fences with

her afterwards. Even though 1 wished Karina agreed with me about saving the trees. 1 realized she had her reasons for

believing what she did. And no matter what. the difference wasn't worth losing a perfectly good friendship over.

W isEfs.

(Text 1)

M:1 haven't been able to practise for next month's performance.

W:Did you forget? We have a vacation coming up and you can play all day.

(Text 2)

W :Please could you help me find a history book?

M:Certainly. All the history books are on the third shelf down.

W . How long can I keep the book?

M: For two weeks.

(Text 3)

M: The only kind of animal our dorm allows is birds.

W:So are you going to buy one?

M: Yeah. except T have no idea what kind to get.

W.Don't look at me. 1 can’t tell a parrot from a swallow.

(Text 4)

M:Mary. the air tickets on this airline to Washington are cheap. don't you think?

W:You think so? They seem reasonable. for a trip to the moon.

(Text 5)

M: Diana. I want to make sure I understand exactly what you wanted me to do before 1 started.

W: Well. we're going to be reprinting an old textbook. I'd like you to review it and mark any places where changes
need to be made.

(Text 6)

W: Ted. T will have a job interview next Monday. Could you give me some suggestions?

M: Like what?

W. How can 1 act well in the interview? T know I should get dressed in formal clothes. act properly and. . .
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M: You should be well prepared for any question that the interviewers will raise.

W:Oh. that’s important. What clse?

M. Well. the last but the most important. don't be late.

W1 know. Thank you for your useful advice.

(Text 7)

W.Jack. are you free on Sunday? We're all planning to climb a mountain. Would you like to join us?

M:Well. I don't get too much exercise. so climbing a mountain sounds like it might be more than I can deal with, T'll
never be able to keep up. Maybe I need some special equipment to support me.

W.Oh. it won't be that hard. It's just an casy walk to the top of Mount Bennet—only about an hour and a half.
There's no real rock climbing. Everyone’s going to bring something for lunch and we'll have a picenic at the top.

M. Well. that doesn’t sound so hard. T guess you can count me in,

(Text 8)

M: Too much traffic today. 1 was late again.

W.So was I. More cars are on the road now. It doesn't scem like the problem will get any casier in the future.

M: No good for the environment either: pollution is terrible. Soon we won't be able to breathe the air.

W:Don't be so sad. Evervone's talking about clean energy nowadays.

M: But it doesn’t find a way of dealing with the traffic problem though.

W That's right. I think if more people took the bus then there would be fewer cars on the road.

M:You can't fit any more people on the bus. They're always crowded!

W . How about if we work at home? Use the Internet. then we'd never have to travel.

M: Yeah. and we would be on time for work every day!

W .Don't know what our boss would think about that.

(Text 9)

W Hello. I'm from the college newspaper. Can [ ask you a few questions about learning English?

M:Yes. go ahead.

W:OK. What is the most important to you when learning English?

M: Well. my answer is to know a lot of words.

W: You mean vocabulary?

M:Yes. Words can be immediately useful when we learn English. Like understanding a menu in a restaurant. 1 carry
my dictionary everywhere with me so that I can learn as many words as possible.

W:But how do you feel when people don't understand you because of your grammar? Don't you think learning
grammatical rules and speaking correctly are also important?

M. Well. if I worry about making mistakes. it would take too long for me to communicate what 1 wanted to say. 1
think it is important to just get out there on the street and talk to people. Just experiment with the language.

W:So what do you think of pronunciation?

M: That's important too. 1 like to borrow videos. listen to the voices and try to copy how they speak.

(Text 10)

M: When we watch a movie. what we see on the screen is not the only work of the actors. but the product of a very
large team. The long list of the names at the end of the movie shows how many different tasks are needed to
prepare a film for the public to see. The first people are involved with writing the story and putting it into a form
that can be made into a movie. This is called the screenplay. It may be an original idea. edited from a novel. or
remake of a previous movie. Sometimes the sereenplay is done by one person. but usually there are several people
on the team. Then. the producers step in and they often choose the director and other important members of the
team. You could call them the big boss of the movie. Next. the director and producers get together choosing the
actors they want for cach role. If any of the scenes are dangerous. special people are hired to perform for the main
stars. Before filming can begin. the people involved with the cameras. lighting. clothes. scenery and make-up must
be hired. Other persons are responsible for the transportation. housing. food and all the other things. It is like
proving a complete life for a small town. Aflter filming is completed. then the movie has to be edited. music and
sound effects added. It really is made up from several closely connected parts. So when you go to the movies you

should be aware that what you are seeing has involved many more people than the ones you see on the screen.
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