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Dear Sir/Madam,

Knowing that a delegation from Britain is paying a visit to our school in the coming
summer vacation and that you are in need of a volunteer to accompany the visitors to Jinsha
Site Museum, I’m very interested in it and writing to apply for the job.

I think I’m qualified for the position. Firstly, having a good command of English, -] 'can
communicate well with foreigners in fluent English. Besides, my previous work experience as a
part-time English narrator in the Temple of Marquis enables me to do the job well. What’s more,
as an enthusiastic fan of the culture of the Ancient Shu Kingdom, I’ve been to the museum
many times, due to which I’m familiar with the exhibits in the museum and equipped with
abundant related knowledge.

I’m sure my experience and qualities make me competent for this job. I’d appreciate it if
you could offer me this chance and | won’t let you down. Looking forward to your reply.

Yours,
Li Hua
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(Text 1)

M: Do you have any plans for the weekend?

W: If the weather is fine, I’ll climb mountains or have a picnic with my friends. How
about you?

M: I’m going to visit my grandparents with my aunt.

(Text 2)

W: T haven’t seen you at the supermarket for a while, Bill.

M: I left last month. I finished my mechanics course. I’'m working at the car repair shop
next to the Italian restaurant. You can bring your car here next time you have a problem.

(Text 3)

W: Now, if there are no more questions, let’s move on to the next chapter.

M: Excuse me, professor—could we go over that last point once more?

(Text 4)

M: Is everything to your satisfaction, ma’am?

W: Yes, all the food is delicious except that there is too much salt in the soup. And your
service is also very good.

(Text 5)

W: Hello, Mike. This is Amber. I hear that you’re looking for an apartment, and my
brother Jack just rented a two-bedroom downtown. He is looking for a suitable roommate.

M: Great. I’'m looking for a place right in that area. That sounds ideal.
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(Text 6)

W: | would like to begin my thank-you speech by saying “I want to whole-heartedly thank
those who stuck with me along the way.”

M: You’re not going to start your speech with that boring opening, are you?

W: I think it’s a nice opening.

M: It’s too formal. How about “Hey Emily, you’re totally awesome. And Tania, you’re
absolutely amazing.”?

W: That doesn’t even come close to expressing how I feel. | want to thank people for their
kindness and support from the bottom of my heart.

(Text 7)

W: We’ve been running the last couple of days and you’re a fast runner. How often do you
run?

M: Well, now I only run about four days a week. But when | was younger, every day.

W: Oh, really! Did you run in high school or college?

M: Believe it or not, | started when I was six years old.

W: Wow. So are you a better short distance runner or long distance runner?

M: Actually middle distance runner.

W: How far is a middle distance?

M: About 1,500 meters.

W: What’s your fastest time in the 1,500 meters?

M: Ah, three minutes and forty-seven seconds.

W: That’s pretty fast.

M: I did that in high school and I won a gold medal then. Though I’'m not so fast now
still I can run the event within four minutes.

W: That’s pretty cool. My time will be about six minutes.

(Text 8)

W: Have you ever considered starting a vegetable garden in our backyard, darling?

M: Hmm, I’'m not sure. What’s the point? We can just buy vegetables at the supermarket.

W: Well, I think it would be a delightful hobby for us to do together. Besides, we would
have fresh, organic produce.

M: That’s a valid point. It could also save money on groceries and help us stay healthy.
But I’'m concerned about the time and effort it would take to maintain the garden. And what if
we don’t have a green thumb?

W: Don’t worry, we can start small and learn as we progress. Additionally, we have access
to a wealth of online resources and helpful neighbors who can help us.

M: Alright, I’'m willing to give it a go. What should we plant first?

W: How about some easy-to-grow vegetables like tomatoes and peppers? And we can also
plant some herbs.

M: Sounds good. Let’s hit up the shop for some seeds now.
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(Text 9)

M: Hi, Marina. Can | ask a few questions?

W: Yes, sure, go ahead.

M: As a photographer, you are quite successful. Can you tell me who can become a
photographer?

W: Anyone can become a photographer, as long as you want it. It’s not like you need a
degree or certificate or anything. Yes, I’ve been planning to take photography classes in an art
school in the UK, but before this, I’d already been working as a photographer for years — |
started by using my phone in junior high. Some of my photographer friends do other jobs at the
same time — they are music makers, vloggers and directors.

M: What does a photographer usually do?

W: There are different kinds of photographers and our lives and work can be quite
different, too. A National Geographic kind of photographer may travel to different places,
taking ‘photos of architecture, landscapes and animals. But fashion photographers like me,
mainly do two things — commercial shoots and our own creative projects. The former is for
making money and offering service to customers. The latter is for expression — we post these
photos on our own social media, submit them to media outlets and contests, or host
photographic exhibitions to show them off.

M: What makes a good photographer?

W: For commercial shooting, there are some routines that we can follow and the most
important thing is to meet the needs of our customers. For our own shoots, what matters most is
that_you have something that you want to express, and these things can be received or
understood by a certain group of people who think similarly.

M: Thanks for having given the interview

(Text 10)

W: Mozart was an outstanding musician and composer whose fame continues to grow
more than two centuries after his death. He was born in Salzburg, Austria, in 1756. Before the
age of four, he had shown great musical talent. His father then decided to let him start taking
instrumental lessons. The boy’s reputation as a musical talent grew fast. At five, he was
composing music. From that time on, Mozart was performing in concerts and writing music. By
his early teens, he had mastered the piano and violin, and was writing symphonies and operas.
His first major opera was performed in Milan in 1770, when he was only fourteen. At fifteen,
Mozart became the conductor for an orchestra in Salzburg. In 1781, he left for Vienna, where
he was in great demand as both a performer and a composition teacher. His first opera was a
success. But life was not easy because he was a poor businessman, and his finances were
always in a bad state. His music from the next decade was not very popular, and he eventually
fell back on his teaching jobs for a living. In 1788 he stopped performing in public, preferring
only to compose. He died in 1791 at the age of thirty-five. Although he lived only a short life,
he composed over 600 works.
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