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Dear Australian friends ,

On behalf of our school, I feel greatly privileged to convey warm welcome to you. We are delighted to have you

with us.

To make your stay here memorable, various activities will be arranged to enhance our mutual understanding and

experience different culture. As planned, we will hold a talent show where everyone can show their outstanding

performances.

Classes on traditional Chinese culture are also scheduled, such as paper-cutting, Chinese opera,

calligraphy, etc, followed by a gift-exchanging activity. Additionally, you’re invited to pay a visit to surrounding

tourist attractions.

Finally, I sincerely hope that you can enjoy yourself and wish you a pleasant journey. Thank you!
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Yours,

Li Hua
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I knew I had to do something. 1 cut a piece of hardware'cloth, forming it into the shape of a nest and then

securing the ends. Matthew helped me to hammer thé nest into the wall next to the rubber tree. The reason why we

were determined to make a nest for the doveswas that they had provided brightness during my dark days. Now it was

time to help them in return. After we had\finished all the work, there was only an hour before the doves usually made

their visit. Matthew and I stood by the sliding glass door, waiting and hoping.

“It works The birds are into it|” Matthew announced . Hearing-my son’s excited voice, which was as clear as a

bell, I looked up. There they were—swooping and circling near-the nest, trying to add some twigs to their new home.

A few weeks later, three babies broke free from their shells. “Chirp, chirp,” Matthew sang. I held him in my arms

and kissed him, enjoying the happiness of the moment. Looking at their flittering shadows and hearing them chirp, I

felt the dim grayness within my heart disappeared, replaced by the strength of life.
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Text 1

W 7144 #

M: You can take a bus and come to my place at 9:00. That will give us time to catch the train.

W: OK. But a bus will take ages at that time. A taxi might be quicker. I can order one and come to you.

Text 2
W:
M.

that.
W:
Text 3

Can I follow you through the forest?

Yes, but change out of that T-shirt. The temperature in there can be very low, so you need something better than

OK. TI'll finish my lunch and then I'll be ready.

M: Eek, you are blinding me. Turn that light away.

W: Sorry, I forgot how powerful it is.

M. It’s OK. It was just a shock, stepping out of darkness into that.
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Text 4

W: How much further do we have to walk? I thought we would be at the top by now.

M: What’s the matter? Haven’t all those gym sessions strengthened your legs? Come on, we’ll be back home in no
time.

Text 5

M: T've been watching that program on TV about moving to the countryside.

W. Well, I like living in the city. Being on my own somewhere in the countryside wouldn’t suit me.

M: True. I know people think it’s good for your health but not if you’re unhappy living there.

Text 6

Susan, can you come to our house warming party this weekend?

: A house warming party?

Yes, we are going to buy a new home in Woodlawn.

: Congratulations!

Well, it’s no easy job. Houses in this area are extremely expensive.

: T understand. That’s why Christopher and T want to find a place in,a 'small town.

Good idea if you can find employment nearby.

N

: T agree. That’s why Christopher is already looking for a job in Maine, or Wisconsin.

Text 7

W: Did you know it is more common for young -people to take taxis and public transportation than to own a car.

M: I saw that this morning in the newspaper as well.

W. I guess it’s because income levels have really dropped since the. last ‘decade. Can you imagine taking a bus
everywhere?

M. Traffic has gotten so bad in the city. Since last year, it’s been nearly impossible to park anywhere. That must have
led to the fact that nobody is buying cars. Also, 'people can order taxis on their phones now—it’s so convenient.

W: But when you are driving. you feel so free. There are so many places a bus can’t take you to.

M: Well, I haven’t had a car for six months till now and have never looked back. Getting around has not gotten any
harder, either by bus or taxi.

W: Don’t you have to wait a long time when getting a taxi?

M: No way. These days they come so fast. The last time I had to wait more than 10 minutes was over a month ago.

Text 8

: Hello. Where are you heading today?

: I'm off to Tokyo for a week.

: Do you have your passport with you?

: Yes, here you are. I don’t need a visa to go to Japan, do I?

: Fortunately for you, you don’t. Would you like a window scat?

: Are there any seats available by the emergency exits?

: Let me see... Yes, there’s one left in the back of the plane.

. OK. I'll take it then.

£ £ £ £ 2 X =

. All right. How many pieces of luggage are you checking in?
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M. I like to travel light so I just have this one.

W. If that’s your only piece of luggage, it is small enough to carry on with you. Here’s your boarding pass. Enjoy your
flight!

Text 9

W Excuse me, sir, may I talk to you?

M: Sure, come on in. What can I do for you?

W. Well, sir, as you know, I have been an employee of this famous firm for over ten years.

M: Yes.

W: I won’t beat around the bush, sir. I would like a raise. I currently have three companies after me and so I decided
to talk to you first.

M: A raise? I would love to give you a raise, but this is just not the right time.

W: I understand your position and I know that the current economic downturn has had a negative impact on sale, but
you must also take into consideration my hard work, performance and loyalty to this company for over a decade.

M. Taking into account these factors and, considering I don’t want to start losing qualified persons, I'm willing to
offer you a ten percent raise and an extra five days of vacation time!“How does that sound?

W. Great! It’s a deal! Thank you, sir.

Text 10

W. Good morning. You're listening to Radio South. Now, let’s check the local news here. The city council of

Maple Creek has approved the plan to build a'new public swimming pool near the city park. Plans for the swimming

pool will include indoor and outdoor swimming pools connected together. It’ll also have a separate pool for children

under the age of 12 so that they can use the facility safely. A small picnic area and family site will be added to the

poolside. City manager, Elizabeth Greenfield spoke about the new,swimming pool at a press conference yesterday.

She expressed enthusiasm, saying that the new area will provide the much needed place for the residents to exercise

and have fun together. Construction will begin in lateJanuary and will take about 3 months to finish. We expect to see

the opening ceremony in May just in time for summeér.
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