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M. Hello. International Friends Club. Can I help you?

W.Oh, hello. I read about your club in the paper today and I thought I'd phone to find out a
bit more.

M:Yes, certainly. Well, we are a sort of social club for people from different countries. It's
quite a new club—we have about 50 members at the moment., but we are growing all the
time,

W. That sounds interesting. I'mi DBritish actually. and 1 came to Washington about three
months ago. I'm looking for ways to meet people. Er. what kinds of events do you organize?

M:Well, we have social get-togethers. and sports events, and we also have language evenings.

:Could you tell me something about the language evenings?

=

M. Yes. Every day except Thursday we have a language evening, People can come and prac-

tice their languages—you know. over a drink or something. We have different languages
on different evenings. Monday Spanish: Tuesday —lalian; Wednesday—German; and
Friday—French. On Thursday we usually have a meal in a restaurant for anyone who

wants to come.
W.Well, that sounds great. I really need to practice my French.

M.OK. Well, if you can just give me your name and address, I'll send you the form and some
more information. If you join now. you can have the first month free.
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M:Excuse me. Can you tell me how much the shirt 1s?

W.Yes, it's nine fifteen.
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(Text 1)

W :Mr Black is very good at Spanish and now he plans to study French.

M:Yeah, And he also knows a little Chinese,

(Text 2)

M:I like swimming and climbing in my sparc time. What about yous Rose?

W :Watching foreign movies is mv [avoritc.

M.I like it, too.

(Text 3)

W.T'd like to go to Yale University tomorrow. How can 1 get there?

M: The traffic is heavy, so takc the subway instead of a taxi. The university is near the bus
stop.

(Teat 4)

W:Do you have this car in white or red?

M:Well. we don’t have these two colors at the moment, but we'd be happy to make a pur-
chase order for you.

W:OK. Then I would like to go for a test drive first,

(Text 5) FREM0%

M: How many students tried out for the basketball team this year?

W:About 60, but only one third of them have real talent for the sport.

M:Oh, what a pity!
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(Text 6)

W .:Oxford Cycling Club!

M:Oh, ves. I'm calling to inquire about joining the club.

W:Fine. what would you like to know?

M:Well, I want to get a picture of what the club is like, For example, how big is it?

W. Well, that changes each year. Cycling is growing in popularity. The number of the cvelists
has increased by 20% so far. Here is a recent picture for you.
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(Text 7)

M:Excuse me. Miss. Is there a plane to New York?

W:Er. let me see, One just left at 8:30, half an hour ago. and the next one will be in two
hours.

M. You mean it will take off at 11 o'clock. Am T right?

W:Yes, you are right, It will stop at Washington [or 10 minutes. Do you want to buy your
ticket now?

M: Ah, ves, How much is it?

W.:500 dollars each, single. And : return ticket is 800 dollars,

M:OK, give me two tickets.

W.Good, here you are,
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(Text 8)

W: Are you OK, John?

M:Yeah, I'm just clearing out this cupboard. Emily, It’s full of old things.

W.Oh, what a lot of stuff, What is that? A microphone?

M:Yes! Ah... that was used in a competition.

W:Old but interesting. Fmesjnns

M: This is the microphone with which I recorded my first speech. It is a bit dusty. 1 wonder if
it still works. Or maybe I should sell it. Who will buy it?

W.:Why don’t you deal with it on The Freecycle Network?

M:Oh. that's a good idea. 1 can exchange a microphone for a bicycle, right?

W:No. It is where you give it away. You give it to someone for free. “Freecycling” is another
way of recycling. There are websites that help match you to people who want some things,

M: Recycle something for free. Yes, I like the idea. But I would like a free bicycle even more.

W.You can try getting a free bicycle there.
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(Text 9
M:Mrs Smith, we're very pleased that you want to work for our company. 1 wonder if you'd

be interested in working in India,

W:India? But I've lived there. 1 was there for two years.

M: How about Brazil? You can experience unique local music.

W :Brazil? No, I've worked there and I've learned a lot about its culture,

M: Well, would you consider the Middle East?

W :Certainly not. It is not far from my home, but I've worked there, too. 1 spent three years
there.

M:Well, China, perhaps.

W.But I've visited China,

M:It’s a big and interesting country,

W:Yes. Really, can’t you let me go to a ditferent country from those you've mentioned?

M:Well, there’s an island in the South Pacific.

W :lIsland? Which island country?’ New Zealand or Australia? 've lived there,

M; But, Mrs Smith, as we all know. there arc thousands of islands, There is always an island
country for you, This island is Tonga,

W.Well, I've seen them all. 1.ct me sce. Chinae pleasce. Tt is o really beautiful country. Al-

though I've travelled there. 1 want to have the experience of working in China, which must
be beneficial.
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(Text 10)

M: Fast food isn't quite as fast as it used to be. A local fast-food restaurant has posted its
slowest drive-through time since the service was first conducted 15 years ago. It takes custom-
ers here 3 minutes and 9 seconds on average to receive their food, a lot slower than a decade
ago according to an industry trade publication. And the fast-food restaurant isn't alone in slo-
wing down. Other chains also see their drive-through performance slow down. Why does the
service become slow? Today there are more choices on the menu and products themselves are
more complex and take longer to prepare. Speed, of course. is key to the drive-through expe-
rience, and drive-throughs are hugely important to chains. Usually, the drive-through
accounts for 60 to 70 percent of all business that goes through a fast-food restaurant. Of
course. consumers also want their orders prepared correctly. and on that score accuracy is still

really high,
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FEB 8- F
Qingming Festival is onc of /A most important traditional lestivals in China, It falls on
the
April 4th or 5th, where most Chincse people enjoy a public holiday. Qingming Festival was

when ™
also called Tomb Sweeping Day. It is the time for Chinese people to showing respect for their
show
ancestors by cleaning their ancestors’ tombs and place offerings. In addition tQ, Qingming
placing
in Chinese means “clearness” or “brightness”. It is the fifth of the 24 solar term of the tradi-
and terms

tional Chinese solar calendar. Beside , it also marks the start of the warm weather of spring
Besides
and the beginning of busily farming season.
busy
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SELNL:

Dear Peter,

I am more than delighted to 1cll you that an exchange meeting with the theme of tradi-
tional food in China and Britain will be held in our school soon. So I am writing to tell you
something about it.

As planned, the meeting will be held in the school lecture hall from 2:00 to 4:00 in the
afternoon next Sunday. You can share vour own country’s traditional food that impresses you
most. It’s worth mentioning that vou should make sone preparations in

advance. such as re-
lated material,

If you want to know more information about it. please don’t hesitate to contact me. 1
firmly believe you will have a good time.

Yours,

Li Hua
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