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Dear Jason,

I'm LiHua, chairman of the students’ union. On behalf of the students, 1I'd like to express our
heartfelt gratitude for inviting us to your school’s upcoming Chinese Culture Week. To get further
information, I’m writing to make some inquiries concerning the event.

Firstly, I'm wondering on what date the event is scheduled to start so that we can apply for
visas and book air tickets in advance. Also, [ want to ask about the specific activities throughout the
week, because the information can help us make better preparations and promote our participation.
Lastly, could you please tell us what type of accommodation will be provided? If possible, we hope
to stay in the school dormitory, which will offer us more opportunities for cultural exchange with

your students.
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Thanks again for your kind invitation. It would be highly appreciated if you could deal with my
inquiries at your convenience. Looking forward to your early reply.
Yours sincerely,
LiHua
B 25 )
[&%%E]
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As I continued walking, 1 began to feel a strange sense of guilt. Here | was going to buy a new
pair of boots, while Mum was probably home in tears, thinking of ways to explain why there were no
presents. How was I supposed to be happy if everyone else in the family was not? Thinking of this,

the idea of buying the beautiful boots I had wanted for so long didn’t seem as fascinating as

before. As T arrived at the bus stop, the driver opened the door, waiting for me to get on. I stood there
for what seemed like a century, until eventually the driver asked, “ Son, are you getting on this bus or
not?” Ifinally burst out without hesitation, “No, thanks, sir. I've changed my mind.”

The bus drove off without me, and I breathed a sigh of relief, Feeling as if a weight had been
lifted oft my shoulders, [knew whatIhad to do next. Across the street from the bus stop was a big
grocery store, Into the store I went, brimming with happiness and excitement. Ibought a turkey,
ham, oranges and all the Christmas decorations. I spent every coin of my hard-earned money. Then
I hurried back home with all those purchases. With great excitement, [knocked on the door. Icould
hardly wait to see my mother’s face! When Mum opened the door, some of the groceries fell inside
onto the floor, and she just stood there, too stunned to speak. Holding back the tears, Iexclaimed,

“Merry Christmas, Mother! There really is a Santa Claus!” To see my mother’s prayers answered

more than made up for the boots I never got. It was a Merry Christmas for us after all!
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Text 1

M: I'm going to the café across the street. Need anything ?

W: Yes. Can you get me a large black coffee please? (1)1 have to write two articles this
afternoon, so Ineed it to keep me focused and awake.

M: Sure. T'll get you a chocolate cake too.
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Text 2

M: Is that woman in the yellow dress Miss Cake, our new English teacher?

W: No. That is Bob Smith’s mom, (2) She is meeting with Mrs. Smart to discuss Bob’s recent
behavior.

M: Yes. He fell asleep in class yesterday.

Text 3

M: Mary, can you tidy up all your toys from the backyard before your mom gets home? (3)

W: Surething, Dad. I’m just finishing my homework.

M: OK. I’ll be outside cleaning the car if you need me.

Text 4

M: Hey, Lisa. Have you seen the doctor yet?

W: Yes. He thought my leg was broken and suggested that I should take an X-ray, I might
need to stay at home for a long time.

M: OK. Text me when you’re finished and I’ll come to pick you up, {4)

Text 5

M: I'm on the train to Central Station. It gets in at 12; 00, That gives me 20 minutes to get to
the bus station. (5)

W: OK. I'll wait for you at Gate 35 when you get here. It’s the bus to Aberdeen.

M: Great. See yousoon.

Text 6

M: Mrs. Black, Iwantto apologize. I accidently kicked my ball into your garden and I think

I heard a window break, (6)

W: Ttwasn’tawindow. Itwas justa cuplhad left outside.
M: Well, anyway, I'msorry. I'dlike to buy a new one for you.
W: There’snoneed, Kevin. It was an old cup.
M: Butmy sister says we should always pay for our mistakes.
W: Your sister is very wise. If you want to make it up to me, you could walk my dog. (7)
M: OK. (7
W: Great.
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Text 7
M: This is exciting. [can’t remember the last time we were at the theater.
W: Tt was three years ago. We came to see the Scottish play. (8)
M: You'reright, and we went to Scotland the following year.
W: Yes, and we stayed in a really nice hotel with the mountain views.
M: We should go back there this year. {9)
W: Definitely. Maybe we should go in winter instead of summer. (9}
M: That’s a great idea. (9) Because the landscape (A 5) will look beautiful covered in snow.
W: We’ll look at our holiday plan when we get home. The show is about to begin.
Text 8
M: Oh, look at the little dog. He’s cute. Can we take him home, Mom? {10)
W: I’m afraid we can’t. Your father can’t be around dogs. Their hair makes him ill. (10)
M: What about this cat instead? (11)
W: He doesn’t look very friendly, (11)
M: He just needs a loving home to come to.
W: OK. Butyouneed to look after him.
M: Whatwill I need to do?
W: You’ll need to brush him and clean his toilet box. You will also need to feed him and make
sure he’s drinking enough water.
M: OK. Ican do that.
W: OK. Let’s go speak to the adoption (8FF) assistant and fill out the form. (12)
Text 9 (35 13 B & 1)
M: How often are you allowed to watch TV, Sylvia? (14)
W: I'm allowed to watch one hour of TV every day as long as I have finished my homework.
M: What about at the weekend ?
W: Atthe weekend, I canwatchtwo hours each day. (14)
M: Wow, that’salot. I’'mnotallowedto watch TV at all.
W: Really? Soyou don’t watch movies or sports?
M: No,s Ionly seesportsiflam at the event.
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W: That is a shame. Some TV shows can be both entertaining (255 A1) and educational. Why
don’t your parents let you watch TV?

M: They say itis bad for my eyes. IfI am notstudying, Iam practicing the violin. (15)
W: I honestly don’t know how you get by without watching TV. (16) I would be bored out of my
mind.
M: T think you’d be surprised how easy it is to live without one, (16) You would read more
books.
W: I guess that’s true.
Text 10
Recently, an AI powered chatbot(il im#k) called ChatGPT has drawn lots of
attention. It becomes popular because it is able to understand human language and respond in
a simple style. (17) It can answer questions, take part in discussions, and even provide helptul
suggestions. Since it came out on November 30th, 2022, (18) ChatGPT has been used to write
books, essays and films. (19) It has also been able to write computer code(?E ) for
websites. ChatGPT was created to help people better communicate with machines and to make it
easier to get information quickly. ChatGPT works by taking in large amounts of text data from a
variety of sources. This allows the system to learn how language works and how to understand
humans better than any other AT system. (20) It can create suitable responses based on a person’s
needs. All in all, ChatGPT is a powerful tool that will make 1t easier for people to communicate with

machines and robots.
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