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The boy headed back down to the old man's house with the figurine. Afraid as he felt, he still knocked on the door,
waiting breathlessly. Finally. it opened and out came the old man. Seeing the boy holding a well-wrapped dog figurine, he
looked very astonished but still glared at him without a word. Determined to break the ice, the boy gave the old man the gift
with a card attached, expressing his care. The old man was so moved by all the boy did that words failed to convey his
emotions. "Thank you so much!" he said to the boy gently and kindly. «

From that day on something changed inside the old man. The neighborhood always found the old man hanging out and
smiling at everyone. He showed his precious collections to children actively and warmly. He used to collect figurines in
memory of a real live dog which had kept company with him for a long time before it died. But now, he wasn't drowned in

the sorrows and loneliness anymore. He had realized the true spirit of life.«





