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Dear Katherine,

How are things going with you these days? I’'m sorry to tell you that the English drama competition

scheduled to be held next week has been postponed for some reason.

I suppose everybody around the world has been somehow affected by Covid-19, and we are no exception.
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The greatest influence on us is that the English drama competition this year has been postponed to next month.
If the virus is under control soon, we will rearrange and inform you in time. I wish it would be convenient for

you to be our judge then.
Please stay safe and stay in contact with me.
Yours,

Li Hua

WESEE GED 259

My initial worry disappeared and I had great fun there. During the daytime, we busied ourselves with
camp life activities like hiking, arts and crafts and kickball. At night,"we tucked in our bunk beds, passed
around all kinds of comic books and shared with each other out:personal stories. My fearless roommate, Mishti
was everything [ wanted to grow up to be. She taught us many things, including dances that we’d perform for

our parents on the last day of camp. I was no longer that moody teenager in the back seat.

I even helped styling the girls’ hair.on performance day. 1, a tomboy, wore that glittery sari with my
head up proudly and danced with my niew friends elegantly. My mom exchanged a glance with father and they
smiled broadly when watching our performance. As the sun dipped into the lake’s horizon, my new friends
and I held each other tightly and vowed to return next summer. Sometimes, the thing you’re most
uncomfortable with at first turns out to be the most memorable experience of your life. In the end, my parents
actually did know best.

Wr QIR

Text 1

M: Last year, my friends and I went on a two-week bus tour of Russia.

W: Hmm, that could be fun, but sometimes I get sick when I ride in cars or buses.

M: You could take a train trip across Russia. My sister did that a couple of years ago.

Text 2



W: What are you taking this year?
M: Mostly literature courses.
W: Oh, really. Are they any good?

M: Some of them are. Except for Professor Scott's class. I mean, the books are interesting, and the lectures are

great, but his tests are so hard.

Text 3

M: Are you ready to order?

W: Yes, I'd like to start with the salad, please.

M: Okay. And what would you like for your main dish?

W: Hmm. I'll have the steak. And I'd like some chocolate ice cream for dessert.
Text 4

W: How is the jacket, sir?

M: It feels a little too tight around the chest. What do you think?

W: Well, that style is designed to be form fitting. I think it-suits you.

M: Hmm. The price is right, but I can't imagine wearing it for very long. Can you bring a larger one?
Text 5

W: Honey, how about taking kids to the amusement park this weekend? It is said their classmates will go there

too

M: Oh, definitely! Let me check the weather forecast first.

Text 6

M: Hi Joanna. This is Steven. I'm afraid I can't make this Friday's fitness training.

W: Oh? Are you OK?



M: Well, I'm not too bad. I had this really awful cold with a temperature; which took about a week to get rid
of. Fortunately it's over now. But I injured my foot playing basketball yesterday and I need to have an operation

on it Friday. It's nothing serious, though. I'll be back at fitness training very soon.
W: Oh good! Well, you take care then.

Text 7

M: Is your room at the hotel okay?

W: It's not bad. It's a good-sized room, so that's nice. The bathroom is absolutely tiny, though. And it doesn't

have a plug, so | can't use my hairdryer in there!

M: That's inconvenient.

W: At least I can look out at the beautiful park across the street. I like to be able to see trees from my window.
M: That sounds lovely. Is there a lot in the room?

W: No, not really. Just an old TV, but norefrigerator or anything else. It was really hot last night and I couldn't

sleep, so I spoke to the manager about'it. She sent up an electric fan as soon as I called.
M: That should help.

Text 8

M: Did you know bees can communicate withrone another?

W: Really? How?

M: They use body language to show which direction the food is in, how far away it is, and how much food is

available.
W: No kidding...

M: Yeah, see that one there? See how she's going around and around in circles, like she's dancing? That means
the food is nearby. And the faster she dances, the more food is available. If the food is farther away, the bee

points toward it with her body.

W: How do you know so much about bees?



M: I studied biology in college and I think it is interesting to read books about insects.
Text 9

W: Well, I know the computing conference is for three days but actually I want to attend on Friday and

Saturday only. Will that work out to be any cheaper?

M: Let me have a look. Well, you could register for the two days separately, but that wouldn't actually save
you very much as it still costs each day. In fact, if you could register for the three days, you also get an

invitation to a free dinner on Saturday night, so that's probably the better option.

W: Right, I'll do that. How much will the fees be in that case?

M: It's $75.

W: All right. I'd like to register for the full three days. Now, can I pay that by credit card?

M: I'm afraid not. You'll have to send a cheque to’us, or you can pay in cash at the conference office.

W: Fine. So it's probably the easiest if I pay by cheque. How about accommodation? I guess that's not included

in the price?

M: No, I'm sorry, but there's a very reasonable guest house which is $25 per night. And I think that includes
your breakfast. But If you're interested you'll need to bogk.soon, because there's always a heavy demand for

them.

W: OK. I'd book for 2 nights. Is it close to the conference center?
M: It'd be about a ten-minute walk away from here.

Text 10

M: Do you have a camera and love traveling? If so, our annual photography competition run by the Travel
section of The Guardian is for you. The winners of each month's competition will also see their shots displayed
in the end-of-year exhibition for the public at The Guardian's offices in London. There will be a different
theme for each month. Members of The Guardian travel writing team and photographers will judge the

monthly entries and the winners.

To enter you must be living in the UK from the time you submit your entry into the competition to the time
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you are selected as a winner. The competition is open to both amateurs and professionals.

The yearly winners chosen from the 12 monthly winners will go on an amazing four-night trip to Swedish
Lapland. The host for this holiday is Fredrik Broman, who has been a nature photographer for 21 years. Fredrik

will assist the winners and other participants in photographing a wide variety of winter subjects.

Included in the prize: return flights from the UK, four nights' accommodations with full board, and fully

qualified wilderness guides, and instructors.

The yearly winners will be required to write a report of the trip, which will be printed in the Travel section of

The Guardian at a later date. Your name will of course appear with the article and photos.



Wr Jiigsr

Text 1

M: Good moming, | bave an appoiniment with Doctor Clack at 8:30.

W Follow me to Room A please, Let me take your temperature and blood pressure first.

Text 2

W. Do you let only unfurnished apartments?

M: Yes, none ol our apariments are [urnished.

W: Ok, what a pily! Bul thanks anyway.

Text 3

W. I thought Mr. Hart touched on a lot of fascinating points in the lecture on drug abuse.

M: Did you nolice Lthal several people walked oul hallway (hrough Lhe leclure?

W 1 wasn'l really paying allention. 1 was really occupied by whal Mr. Harl was saving.

Text 4

W. Oh, we're mnning low on gas.

M: I'll pull vver a1 the next service station. Do you have any‘mﬂmy?.&ll I have is my credit card.

W: Come to thaok of it, I dow’t bave any on me.

M. T hape they accept eredit cards. If not, T don't know What we're going to do.

Text §

M. This is turning out to be u great game! It's pretty exciting, isn’t it?

W : Yeah, 'm glad for the commercial, though. I'm geiting hungry. Do you want lo order pizza’

M: Sure. As a malter of fact [T’ make the call.

W. Good! The game is back on and I don’t want to miss a thing.

Text 6 x

M: @If the rain doesn’t slop within the next iweo hours ./, wé should consider postponing Maria’s
reliremeni pariy.

W T think it's too late to postpone it. (7/The food and Mowers are set to arrive in an hour, so we'd
better come up with an alternative to holding it in the garden.

M: Why doa’t we huve them set up in the @uférence room instead? I's a shame 10 move it indoors, but what
other choices do we have? ,

W: OK. I'll go 1o my ollice and tall everyone 1o let them know that we're moving the pariy o the conlerence
oo,

Text 7

W: You look tived today. TTave yom bheen working aver time?

M: Yeah, I've been working exima hours every day this week.

W Wow. The manager jusl asked me lo work this weekend | oo,

M: (@ The company is laying off employees, so now we have to do extra work.




W - (81 saw John packing up his things in the office. Sounds tough.

M; At least we siill have a job. | can’t wail Ull pay day. | need the exim moncy.

W : (91 should get back to work. I'll see you at lunch break.

Text 8

W: () Today we're speaking to Peter, who is going to tell us ahout the Pomodoro Technique, a

system to help manage yvour time, Tt was named after a tomato-shaped timer. 12And this tomato has
helped Peter become an A-grade student. 10So, Peter, tell us about the Pomodero Technique.

; (0It's about getting maximum productivity from your available time.

W Is il dilficult o follow?

M: No. It's actually very simple. (i Take writing an cssay as an example. Yon need to think about all the
stages of the task and then write a clear to-do list on a piece of paper. When you are ready to
starl you sel the timer (0 25 minules and you starl working on the firsi item on the lisi. When the
timer goes off you musl lake a shorl break of between 3 (o 5 minules. Then you go on with the

next item ...

=

Wi OK ... | geliL. | think Ill give il a lry. Thanks so much lor coniing in, Peler.

M: You're welcome. Thanks for inviting me.

Text 9

M: Cood morming, Kiwi Motorhomes. TTow can T help you?

W (3Good morning, 1'd like to rent a car, please.

M. ((3Sure. Is it just for yourself”

W ([(3No, my husbund and two children.

M. (4And how long would you like to hire the vehicle for?

W (4Just four days from tomorrow morning. We want to go np to the/Blne Monntains.

M: (30K, we've gol either a Toyola or a Nissan available bul nothing else I'm afraid at such short
nolice.

W That's OK. Which is cheaper?

M: The Nissan. That's just $44 a day.

W. OK, we'll take that one.

M: Can T have vour name, please?

Wi Mrs, Dumas, D-U-M-A-S,

M: OK, Tiake it. And youll pickNhe car up lrom here,

W Yes. As cary as possible,

M: We open al nine. ({Right, tomorrow’s the March 21st. And do you know where you'll be dropping it
oll?

W We'll bring it back here, end of the afternoon if that’s all night.

M: ddFine, and you'll need (o top up the tank with petrol. We give yvou a full tank when vou pick up the

Cdr.




Text 10

M: Hello. My name is Sokolov. 171 huve been trying to speuk to the hotel owner for u couple of duys
now with no success. | have o say, U is toly disappointing lor & Ove-star hotel, especially with the
ammmt of money we spent during our stay with you. My family and | staved at the llotel Chandelier from
May 25th to 27th and the whole experience was just ahsolutely awful. 1309None of your waiters could
speak Russian, even though T have an email from vou assuring us that there would be a minimum
of two Russian speaking stall on every shill. You had noisy kids’ activilics and competitions by the
pool non-stop, It made it really difficull 10 relax. 3 When expressing our concerns to the munuger
Mr. Lewis, not only was he unable to provide us with a space where we could relax and read our
books, but he also told us that smoking was not allowed in the hotel, although again, we checked
this hefore our stay and you told us that smoking outdoors was permitted. J)Please get hack to me
as soon as possible or I will lake these matters (o my legal leam.
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